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 for the last four years I have sheltered under
 his hospitable roof in London where we have
 spent many an evening together during .the
 blitz ? I came to the conclusion that none

 of these was the reason ; but that your Council
 had in some way discovered that there are
 three Agricultural Ministers for the United
 Kingdom, and that the Home Secretary, who
 is my Chief, is one of them. It may surprise
 you to hear that there are three Agricultural
 Ministers, but there is statutory authority for
 the fact. One is the Minister of Agriculture,
 who deals with England and Wales ; the
 second is the Secretary of State for Scotland,
 who, of course, deals with Scotland ; and
 the third is the Home Secretary, who acts as
 godfather over here to the Government of
 Northern Ireland, and who, therefore, looks
 after the agricultural interests of the six
 counties, and as I believe that something like
 two-thirds of all the flax grown in the United
 Kingdom is produced in Northern Ireland,
 it is very appropriate indeed that you should
 have invited the Home Secretary's deputy,
 to whom the agricultural questions that come
 to the Home Office are delegated, to take the
 Chair this afternoon.

 Flax has, of course, always been grown in
 Northern Ireland. A crop of 20,000 acres
 before the war has become 100,000 acres
 to-day. One acre in every eight under the
 plough in Northern Ireland is under flax at
 the present time.

 Lord De La Warr requires very little
 introduction. He has been one of His
 Majesty's Ministers since his " late child-
 hood " and he is not an old man to-day ; in
 fact he is a good deal younger than I am,
 but even so I think it is something like nine
 or ten years since he occupied the position
 of Lord Privy Seal, after five years at the
 Ministry of Agriculture. He has also been
 President of the Board of Education, and he
 is particularly well fitted to talk to you about
 flax this afternoon : he is Director of Flax
 Production at the Ministry of Supply, and
 also Chairman of the Agricultural Research
 Council, which is the principal body for
 agricultural research in this country. Earl
 De La Warr is Chairman of this eminent
 body which to-day does the work which used
 to be done in the last half of the eighteenth
 and the first half of the nineteenth century,
 by what is now the Royal Society of Arts,
 but which in those days had another and
 longer name.

 The following paper was then read : -

 FLAX PRODUCTION IN WAR, AND
 ITS PROSPECTS IN PEACE

 By the Right Hon. The Earl De La Warr, p.c.,
 Director , Home Flax Production

 Flax is the raw material of linen. It is
 probably the oldest vegetable textile in the
 world. Its origin has been lost in antiquity,
 but we hear of it first being produced in
 Egypt. I have with me to-day samples of
 mummy cloth manufactured in that country
 over 6,000 years ago. Although the decorti-
 cating, spinning and weaving machinery were
 of the most primitive kind, a careful examina-
 tion of this cloth shows that the yarn is spun
 to a degree of fineness that cannot be equalled
 by modern machinery. When I tell you that
 the finest yarns that Northern Ireland is
 capable of producing are only half the fineness
 of the yarns comprised in this mummy cloth,
 you will realise how adept the old Egyptians
 were in the art of linen manufacture.

 Flax is also the only vegetable fibre referred
 to in the Bible. Wool and silk were, of course,
 known, but for general purposes linen was the
 staple material used for clothing the biblical
 ancients, particularly the upper classes. Even
 the priestly garments, the ephods, were manu-
 factured from the finest linen.

 The cultivation of flax in Europe was
 introduced from Egypt. Greeks and Romans
 used it extensively both for under and
 outer garments - and it is probable that
 their conquests were responsible for the
 gradual spread of cultivation in Europe. It
 was late in arrival in this country and it was
 not until after the lapse of many centuries
 that we find it growing here. But up to the
 beginning of the nineteenth centuiy it was.
 still so essential for the sails of the Navy that
 a certain proportionate acreage was sown
 compulsorily on every farm. The sails of the
 Victory were grown in this country and spun-
 by a Scottish firm still in existence. In;
 certain areas of Scotland the marriage
 portion and trousseau of the farmer's
 daughter partly was of linen that was
 produced on the family farm. In 1864,,
 315,000 acres, or about double the present
 acreage, was grown in the United Kingdom.

 The other day, looking through a book on
 Scottish Agriculture, written in 1800, I found
 a chapter on the growing of flax. Its injunc-
 tions were so sound and so in accordance with
 what we have learnt by painful experience
 during the last four years that I have sent
 a copy to every one of our factories.

 The amount of labour that was needed,
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 cheap but highly skilled hand labour, drove
 it out of cultivation in this country towards
 the end of the nineteenth century as our
 standard of living began to rise. Belfast and
 Dundee kept alive the spinning and weaving
 of the fibre, but we gradually left the growing
 of it to other countries. This process of
 decline was slower and less complete in
 Ireland than in Great Britain, but the
 tendency was the same.

 During the Great War of 1914-18 we
 attempted to grow flax, but without success.
 Between the wars its cultivation dropped as
 low as one experimental plot at Sandringham
 of three acres in 193 1. Only to-day, when
 we have begun to achieve a certain degree
 of success in mechanisation, has it become
 possible to re-establish the industry in this
 country.

 Whether mechanised or not, the problem is,
 of course, the same. Flax is an agricultural
 crop producing on an average about 2 tons
 of straw to the acre. This should yield
 approximately 4 cwt. of long fibre with
 something less than 4 cwt. of tow or short
 fibre, and 4 cwt. of seed, as the most important
 by-products. The inside of the straw is
 wood and the outside is fibre to the extent

 of anything between 20 per cent, and 30 per
 cent, of the total weight. The main problems,
 therefore, are first how to grow a crop with
 a heavy fibre content, and second, to extract
 that fibre in a form acceptable to the spinners.
 Those who know the industry well would say
 that the quality of the crop is over 75 per cent,
 of the whole problem of the industry. Our
 experience would certainly confirm such a
 statement. No factory, however efficient, can
 extract fibre that is not there. In one day
 I have myself seen two different crops going
 over the same scutching machine - the first
 yielding i i per cent, and the other 12 per cent,
 of long fibre. On the other hand, great skill
 is needed for separating the wood from the
 fibre and in making the most of such fibre
 content as there is.

 Flax is in many ways a peculiar substance,
 not the least in the extraordinary fascination
 that it exercises over those who have to deal
 with it. The report of the Select Committee
 on Home Flax Production prefaced its com-
 ments by stating that all the expert witnesses
 appeared to disagree. It was a fair point for
 them to make. Farmers disagree as to how
 to grow it and as to what land is best ;
 processing factories on how to handle it,
 whilst no two spinners would agree on how
 to grade a particular parcel. Here perhaps

 we see one of the main reasons for its
 fascination, which explains incidentally - at
 leaet in part - why the spinners of Belfast
 and Dundee remain amongst the most
 individualist enterprises in the country. A
 substance that is so difficult to standardise is
 a bad subject for rationalisation, and like the
 production of wine presents problems of
 subtlety and variation whose apparent infinity
 must attract the enquiring, the adventurous
 and, above all, the individualist mind.

 Is it to be wondered at, then, that the
 courage with which we in this country have
 increased its production in the space of three
 years from a few hundred to over 60,000 acres
 met with initial difficulties that at one time
 seemed almost insuperable - all the more so
 in that the recognised methods of countries
 that had experience of growing and pro-
 cessing of flax for centuries past were denied
 to us ? They were denied to us because they
 demand quantities of labour that are out of
 the question for us in war-time - and highly
 skilled labour at that.

 Thus flax is normally pulled by hand -
 a skilled man can pull just over one acre per
 week if the crop is not laid, which it frequently
 is ! With 60,000 acres this would mean a
 minimum labour force of 10,000 skilled men
 for six weeks. In practice, as experience has
 taught us, with unskilled labour the figure
 would be nearer 20,000 or even 30,000.
 Although, therefore, machine pulling was in
 its infancy, there was no alternative to con-
 centrating on machine rather than hand
 pulling.

 Again, flax is normally retted, that is,
 soaked in water for a matter of days until
 the gums that fix the fibre to the wood of the
 straw are broken down by bacteriological
 action. This process also demands both
 skill and numbers that were not available
 to us in this country. Skill especially is
 needed. Indeed, an attempt to ret at short
 notice on a large scale was made during the
 last war, and this was probably the major
 reason for the virtual failure of the scheme
 at that time.

 Twice the quantity of labour would have
 been needed. Nor was it necessary to ret
 from the point of view of the war. Green flax
 was able to satisfy Service Departments for
 many war-time purposes such as parachute
 harness and naval canvases, whilst retted fibre
 when the .decision was taken was still obtain-
 able from the Low Countries. Later, when
 that source dried up, acreage was expanded in
 Ireland, where they knew how to ret. Last,
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 but not least, as the Irish system of retting
 destroyed their seed, their expansion was only
 possible if we pursued a policy that enabled
 us to save seed for their sowing as well as our
 own. The production of green flax and
 seed in Great Britain and of retted flax in
 Ireland were, therefore, two sides of a care-
 fully thought out scheme. It is, of course,
 generally admitted that for most peace-time
 purposes retted is preferable to green fibre,
 and that this virtually new product has called
 for a good deal of adaptability from the
 spinners, an adaptability that for various
 reasons h?s been easier to apply in Belfast
 than in Dundee.

 Finally, until Very lately, flax has always
 been hand scutched on what were called
 handles that were, in fact, bladed wooden
 propellers of about 3 feet radius. Scutching
 means the separation of the woody part of
 the stem, which forms the inside of the straw,
 from the fibre that encloses it. Each handle
 or set of blades that were used for this purpose
 was controlled by one man. This process calls
 for a great deal of labour and a long period of
 training. It was, therefore, out of the ques-
 tion for 4is. Fortunately, between the two
 wars work had been done on developing large
 automatic scutching machines and sufficient
 of these had been tried out in practice for us
 to choose the best type and adapt it to our
 particular purpose of scutching green flax.

 Thus we have a picture of an industry that
 since the days of the Pharoahs in Egypt had
 been run as little more than a peasant handi-
 craft, dealing with a product that over the
 centuries has resisted all attempts at stan-
 dardisation, having suddenly to be built up
 in this country on a mechanised basis and
 at a rate that if the compulsion of war had
 not been driving us would have been sheer
 madness. Most of it, moreover, with both
 labbur and management that had first to be
 told what flax was.

 All this had to be done because supplies
 first from the Baltic and then from the Low
 Countries were no longer available, supplies
 of a substance that has proved to be quite
 irreplaceable for certain essential war pur-
 poses. Its peace-time uses for personal and
 household linen, for the finer fabrics and for
 civilian canvases could be reduced or even
 dispensed with. Wherever possible cotton
 has been substituted, even to the extent of
 using it for railway wagon covers, whose life,
 as a result, can now be measured in months
 instead of as before in the same number of
 years. But for aeroplane wing fabric, para-

 chute harness, hose pipe, naval and mercantile
 marine canvases and linen thread for service

 and agricultural boots, there is no other
 textile that will do the job. Thus in 1939
 it was decided to sow 18,000 acres in Great
 Britain, and in 1940, when Belgium was
 overrun, the acreage was expanded to 40,000»
 In Northern Ireland the peace-time acreage
 of just over 20,000 acres was expanded to
 100,000. These expansions were the maxi-
 mum for which there was seed in this country.

 How far have we succeeded in our efforts ?

 I assert that we have succeeded to a very
 remarkable degree. 1940 and 1941 gave
 us the inevitable crop of teething troubles.
 The farmers overworked, knowing nothing
 of what land to choose, and having no expe-
 rience of either growing or harvesting, the
 crop produced bad straw yielding little or no
 fibre. The pulling machines that the
 factories provided for harvesting the crop
 were unreliable. To add insult to injury the
 harvest weather in 1941 was one of the worst
 on record. As a result, some of the straw
 was too bad even- to attempt to process,
 whilst what did come into . the factories

 gave a miserable yield of fibre. In the
 factories themselves, the labour and manage-
 ment were unskilled, the machinery
 continually, broke down, and the already poor
 raw tnaterial was made worse by unskilled
 handling. If a balanc.e sheet of the scheme
 had been drawn up at that stage it would
 have been difficult not to have pronounced it
 a failure, and an expensive failure at that.
 From the whole of the 1940 and 1941 crops
 just over 2,000 tons of long fibre of poor
 . average quality was produced, against esti-
 mates of over 10,000.

 1942 saw the turn of the tide. Had it not
 been for the fact that, thanks a great deal to
 the keenness of the late King George V, flax
 had continued to be grown at Sandringham
 between the two wars, and that a great deal
 of experimental work had been dore at the
 Norfolk Research Station before this war,
 our two years' teething troubles would have
 extended themselves to four or five years.
 If, on the other hand, a skeleton industry
 had been kept in existence all the time, they
 might have been virtually eliminated. The
 crop, grown on better land and with greater
 care, was better in every way. During the
 winter of 1941-42 we had conducted an
 agricultural campaign. The Ministry of
 Agriculture and its War Committees became
 interested and helpful. Literature was
 distributed amongst the farmers explaining
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 the main needs of the crop. Meetings were
 held at the factories, and farmers shown the
 difference between good and bad straw going
 over the machine. Moreover, by now they
 had gained experience of their own of how
 to grow it, and many had become interested
 and even enthusiastic in the possibility of
 helping to build a permanent new industry
 in the country. The machinery, both
 harvesting and factory, was running itself in
 and was better understood and maintained.

 Labour and management were beginning to
 learn their jobs. As a result production from
 the 1942 crop was nearly double the combined
 production of 1940 and 1941. It was also
 better quality. So far as we can judge,
 production from the 1943 crop looks like
 being twice as good again as the year before.

 In the meanwhile, four-fifths of the
 factories have been equipped »with tanks for
 retting a small proportion of their crop. In
 this way we are gradually building up a fund
 of knowledge and experience.

 Research has revealed a method of aerating -
 the water so that it can be used many times
 over, and this has virtually eliminated the
 problem of effluent. In the past, retting in
 tanks has entailed emptying the tanks every
 ret, that is, discharging every three or four
 days from a battery of four tanks upwards of
 60,000 gallons of an obnoxious effluent ten
 times ťhe strength of sewage - an operation
 hardly likely to appeal very strongly to our
 health or water authorities.

 Considerable advance has been made in

 the artificial drying of flax after retting. Up
 to the present moment, retting can be carried
 out only during the months when flax can ,
 be dried in the field. This means that the
 tanks are used only for four or five months of
 the year. It means also large seasonal
 demands for labour. Artificial drying would
 employ labour for the whole year and would,
 therefore, double the throughput of the tanks.
 The technical problem of how best to dry
 was virtually solved twelve months ago. It
 remained for us to reduce the capital cost of
 a drier to an economic figure. A new form of
 direct heat drier burning only the waste
 products of the factory is now being erected
 for one-half of the cost of any previous drier.
 We have solved the problem of conditioning
 the straw to the right degree of moisture,
 which is necessary if the optimum amount of
 fibre is to be extracted during dry weather.
 During the last twenty years new strains of
 flax have been and are being bred both for
 fibre content and disease resistance. More

 improvements in the machinery, both for
 pulling and in the factories, are being brought
 about. Shortage of labour has driven us to
 yet further mechanisation of the whole
 process. In the long run this may perhaps be
 all to the good, but at the moment it is
 preventing us from handling the straw as it
 should be handled. Finally, our research
 station in Norfolk is now at work on a

 machine that on preliminary tests shows
 promise of revolutionising the industry by
 nearly doubling the yield of long fibre.

 Now what of the future ? It is too early
 as yet to give a definite answer to this question,
 but we can at least see what are some of the

 factors that are likely to influence that answer
 when the time comes for giving it. -

 Thus, what will be the post-war demand
 for linen and to what extent will the sub-

 stitution schemes of the war period tend to
 point to the use of cheaper materials per-
 manently ? What is Russia, including, I
 presume, the Baltic countries, going to do ?
 Is she going to re-enter the export market ?
 If so, will it be with flax as a raw material or
 with linen as a finished product ? Will she
 not need large quantities of linen goods for
 internal purposes, at least during a longish
 period of reconstruction ? If she does
 export, will she do so at knock-out prices or
 will she co-operate in maintaining a stable
 market ? What will be our Government

 attitude towards the general question of the
 stabilisation of raw material prices ?

 All these questions are still difficult to
 answer. But certain things we do know even
 now. For instance, flax is a commodity that
 strategically we cannot dispense with, and
 that the last two wars have proved to be
 incapable of sudden expansion without at
 least two years of growing pains. It has
 economic possibilities and it has social
 value. The factories are small and are
 situated in the countryside. They provide
 the farmer with what he most needs, a
 contract crop with a sure price and a sure
 market. They provide the local girls with
 employment near their homes instead of
 allowing the urge to work to encourage
 them to crowd into the towns. It is a crop
 that can be grown successfully in this
 country, and with the experience gained
 during the war it could certainly be grown in
 peace-time for considerably less than the
 present price, which was fixed at the worst and
 most anxious period of the scheme. The
 present costs are further inflated by the
 difficulties of war-time labour at the factories.

This content downloaded from 130.182.4.15 on Sat, 20 Aug 2016 21:44:48 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms



 Oct. 27, 1944 FLAX PRODUCTION IN WAR AND ITS PROSPECTS IN PEACE 627

 Yet progress during the last two years has
 been such that production has * increased
 about five times over, and costs have, been
 halved, whilst almost every day further
 improvements are still being made. The
 country has spent over one-and-a-half million
 pounds on the erection and equipment of
 factories that it would be a tragedy to scrap
 without giving them a chance to justify
 themselves. The progress already made in
 such a short period and the solution of
 problems that have for many years defeated
 the old flax growing countries entitle this
 industry to say that it has already proved
 itself capable of availing itself of opportunity.
 Finally, whatever may be the ultimate demand
 for linen, the immediate post-war demand.will
 be great, for every market that has hitherto
 depended on flax has been kept short and
 unreplenished for the last four years.

 This , factor would almost certainly mean
 that there would be a period at least, after
 the war, during which the industry might be
 continued at small cost to the Exchequer -
 a period that it would use to bring down its
 costs yet furthör.

 For my own part, speaking not as an official
 of a Government Department, but for myself,
 I should like to see the flax growing and
 processing industry in this country, including,
 of course, Northern Ireland, given assurance
 of continuance for a fixed period, say, teil or
 at least five years, and told that at the end
 of that period it would be judged on its
 record. My confidence in its possibilities, in
 the farmers who are now backing it up so
 well with better crops, and in those who are
 running the factories, is such that I have
 little doubt that they would emerge success-
 fully from this period of trial and opportunity.

 DISCUSSION

 Major W. H. Cadman : I should like to
 pay a tribute to the brilliant account given

 • by the lecturer of the past, present and future
 of the flax industry in this country.

 With regard to the present, I was par-
 ticularly interested to hear a Civil Servant
 paying such a tribute to the value of research.
 The whole future success of the flax industry
 depends upon more and more research.
 I myself have visited the particular research
 station in Norfolk to which the lecturer

 referred, and it has been, and is, doing
 excellent work.

 Lord De La Warr referred to the possibility
 / of Russia embarking on the export of flax,

 and he referred also to the Baltic States. It

 would be interesting to know what steps the
 Government proposes to take to protect the
 British ' flax growers from the dumping of
 flax in this country from the Baltic States.

 Sir Thomas Dunlop : I am rather dis-

 appointed, as an Ulsterman, that our
 lecturer had so little to say about what has
 happened in Northern Ireland, but I am
 sure that his silence in that respect was due to
 motives of official secrecy.

 Perhaps I may be allowed to ask just one
 question. What about flax seed ? From
 where is Northern Ireland getting her
 supplies ? I gather she gets some from
 England, but I was told by Sir Edward
 Crowe that in the last war Ulster actually
 bought flax seed in Japan. I feel that the
 demand in Northern Ireland must be very
 considerable.

 Earl De La Warr : I said at the beginning
 of my lecture that the reason why I was not
 going to say very much about Northern
 Ireland was because I was really speaking
 as Director of Home Flax Production, and
 I felt that it would be a presumption on
 my part to profess to be able to speak with
 any authority about what has been done
 there. I did, however, pay a tribute to the
 increased production that has taken place in
 Northern Ireland.

 With regard to the supply of seed, that
 has come almost entirely from domestic
 sources ; that is to say, the majority has come
 from this country because the greater part
 of the Northern Irish crop is retted in dams
 and the seed destroyed. But particularly
 during the last year or so there has been an
 increased production in Northern Ireland «
 itself, because there is a small acreage now
 being dealt with centrally in factories of the
 same character as. our own. They are,
 therefore, to that extent producing some seed
 for themselves. It is either bred from what
 we call Lirai sources, which is produced in
 Norfolk, or there is also the Stormont variety,
 which is being used as well. In two of our
 factories we are growing that seed because
 Northern Ireland prefers that variety of seed.

 Major J. D. W. Henderson : Would
 it not be a good thing to consider later
 on whether the seed for flax might not be
 better cultivated out in Canada ? In that

 way we should use our Empire where flax
 is not grown for fibre but for seed. A better
 seed could probably be obtained which
 could be us^d for growing flax for fibre in
 our home countries.
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 After the war we shall be considering
 what we need here in the way of flax and
 what linens the people will want. There is
 no substitute for a linen handkerchief ; I do
 not think we could ever supply the demand
 for this article throughout the world, and
 we in this country- I am talking of the home
 country and I include Northern Ireland -
 have a 95 per cent, monopoly of this trade.

 Earl De La Warr : On the first point
 there is something which I should like to
 enquire about. The last speaker said that
 better seed could be produced in Canada.
 Actually, we can produce all the seed we
 require here from the crop that is in fact
 grown purely for fibre, though it is true it
 produces only about a quarter of the amount
 of seed it would produce if it was bred
 actually as linseed.

 With regard to the linen market, I feel
 that is purely a matter of speculation. We
 know that flax will always be required for
 certain commodities, but for other com-
 modities there is competition. It is to be
 hoped that we shall get a flax -and linen
 industry sufficiently efficient to compete and
 hold its own.

 Mr. S. T. H. James : Am I right in
 deducing from the lecturer's remarks that
 the method of dealing with the effluent from
 the retting is 100 per cent, satisfactory ?
 Also, does the Ministry welcome the results
 of any outside research on that matter ?

 Earl De La Warr : I never like to say that
 anything is entirely satisfactory, but I think
 I can say that it is entirely satisfactory to the
 public health authorities because so little
 effluent is emitted. I do think, however,
 that any further research work on this
 subject would be of value, and the Ministry
 would, of course, consider any results of
 outside research, on that or any other
 matter, submitted to it.

 Mr. D. Gerritzen : I should like to know

 how the aerating of the retting fluid is done.
 Is it done with ordinary air ?

 Dr. D. C. Martin : It is done with

 ordinary air.
 Earl De La Warr : It is done with com-

 pressed air.
 Dr. D. C. Martin : They simply use

 ordinary air ; there are no other gases used
 at all.

 Major Cadman : I should^ like to ask
 whether the crop responds well to artificial

 fertilisers or whether they tend to make the
 fibre coarse.

 Earl De La Warr : I have just returned
 from a conference where that point was dis-
 cussed. I think there is no doubt that an
 excess of nitrogen, whether in the form of
 fertiliser or whether it is already in the land,
 does tend to give a coarse fibre, that is to
 say, a low fibre unit fibre, and a fibre which
 does not ripen very well. One sometimes
 sees in the factory a rather nasty sort of dark-
 green straw which means that it has never
 ripened. That is nearly always due to an
 excess of nitrogen. Given a well-balanced soil,
 I think there is no doubt that it can be grown
 satisfactorily on an extraordinary variety of
 soils. At the moment there is really no
 evidence to show that phosphates are of any
 special advantage to flax, though I have my
 own pet theory that it does help to ripen it
 more quickly, which is certainly an advantage.
 Potash is the traditional fertiliser which is

 always said to be necessary for flax. For so
 many years and generations has that been
 said that I should not like to go against it,
 but certainly, on the three or four years' trial
 we have given it it has not shown any immense
 advantage.

 Mr. S. Rosenbaum : From a patriotic
 point of view I should very much like to point
 out, having regard to what the lecturer said
 about five or ten years' protection, that at the
 very least it should be ten years. I should
 like the lectuier to bear that in mind when he

 considers the question of a five or ten years'
 protection after this war. The only fair and
 safe way of protecting Ulster's chief industry
 must be constantly and vigilantly protected.
 Mr. Harcourt Johnstone, together with
 the experts at the Dominion and Colonial
 offices, Home and Foreign Offices, last
 but not least the Ministries of Supplies
 and Reconstruction, need swift but cautious
 awakening regarding Ulster and the noble
 Irish in Eire hard labouring in silence.

 Earl De La Warr : I have no doubt

 about what I want ; it is merely a question
 of what I can get out of Mr. Peake and his
 friends.

 The Chairman : I should like to say, on
 behalf of the meeting, how very indebted
 we feel to Lord De La Warr for the clear,
 comprehensive and fascinating address which
 he has given us this afternoon.

 So far as the question which Major Cadman
 raised regarding post-war policy is con-
 cerned, my present business at the Home
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 Office is, to a large extent, to look after the
 interests of Northern Ireland, and you may
 therefore be quite sure in which direction
 my voice will be heard when it comes to
 a question of five, ten, fifteen or twenty
 years for a trial period for the growing of
 flax in the United Kingdom. I think that
 it would be a great pity if the valuable
 experience which we have gained under war
 conditions were to be thrown away. Of our
 two main exports to the United States
 before the war I am told that linen came

 second, and whisky first. I am sure we
 should all like to see linen at the top of the
 bill in the post-war years, and surely if we
 are going to export linen in that quantity
 we ought to produce some of our raw material.

 I should now like to propose a vote of
 thanks to the lecturer and express to him
 my own conviction, which I feel sure is also
 yours, that during the war the production of
 flax has been in very competent hands
 indeed.

 The vote of thanks was carried unani-

 mously, and on the motion of Sir Thomas
 Dunlop a vote of thanks was accorded to
 the Chairman.

 GENERAL NOTES

 The Society and Prisoners of War. -

 The Acting Secretary has received the
 following message from Lt. Geoffrey F.
 Ransom, who was awarded the Second Prize,
 for his essay on " Industrial Design,"9 in
 the Competition organised by the Society
 in 1943, for Prisoners of war : -

 " I was pleasurably surprised yesterday
 to receive your letter of the 15th November
 with the news that I had won the second prize
 in the essay competition. I well remember
 writing it, for it was during the period I served
 in the cells where thoughts go undisturbed !
 I have to thank the Council not only for the
 honour of the award, but for providing an
 enjoyable motive of inspiration for one of
 these farcical periods of solitary contem-
 plation. Thanks to your popular examina-
 tions I am not the only one to be similarly
 indebted."

 Documentary Films. - Paul Rotha Pro-
 ductions, which has produced over fifty films
 for the Ministry of Information, will cease
 active production this month. Paul Rotha
 has formed Films of Fact, Limited, with a

 board of directors including Sir John Orr,
 Ritchie Calder, and Professor H. E. Beales.
 The new company, which will continue to
 u§e the name Rotha Films, will make feature
 documentary films of the type of World of
 Plenty. The first of these is Land of Promise ,
 a film about homes and housing.

 NOTES ON BOOKS

 Child Art. By Wilhelm Viola. University
 of London Press. 1 55.

 This contribution to the growing number of
 treatises on the subject seems to have for its
 main purpose the recording of the Author's
 unbounded admiration for his mentor,
 Professor Franz Cizek, and of his own activi- ,
 ties as lecturer and expositor.

 To his reflection, " it is strange that scarcely
 anything done by children has been preserved
 which is older than a hundred years," he
 provides a probable reason in his next para-
 graph which states, " Two generations ago
 nobody dreamt that every child is a born
 artist." Well, now there are many dreamers
 enjoying this vision, and the present book is a
 product " of such stuff as [these] dreams are
 made on."

 It was ^ Cizek, we are told, who " dis-
 covered " Child Art, and invented the term.
 Others have had glimmerings of the great
 truth and the Author quotes Rousseau,
 Conrad Ricci, Herbert Spencer, Ebenezer
 Cooke, Ablett, several Germans and many
 more, few of whom, however, seem fully
 aware that children are " born artists and
 designers."

 The age at which this natural talent reveals
 itself and flourishes is somewhere between
 birth and the third year. After that, external
 influences intrude and true Art suffers
 deterioration or even complete extinction.
 The term " Art " would seem to be a contra-
 diction when applied to this natural gift,
 Nature and Art being antilogous. The
 examples displayed in Palate I of the infantile
 creations seem, however, to be all based upon
 and inspired by observations of externals ;
 a man, a house and so on, just as in the more
 sophistical post-infantile age but less intelli-
 gently recorded. So perhaps " Art " is
 correct for these. No examples of pure
 uncontaminated creations are given. The
 Author's references to the methods of the
 early Greeks, to prehistoric and Egyptian
 Art, are not helpful to his arguments and

This content downloaded from 130.182.4.15 on Sat, 20 Aug 2016 21:44:48 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms


	Contents
	p. 623
	p. 624
	p. 625
	p. 626
	p. 627
	p. 628
	p. 629

	Issue Table of Contents
	Journal of the Royal Society of Arts, Vol. 92, No. 4677 (OCTOBER 27th, 1944) pp. 621-636
	MEETINGS OF THE SOCIETY BEFORE CHRISTMAS [pp. 621-622]
	PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY
	TWENTY-FIFTH ORDINARY MEETING
	[Introduction] [pp. 622-623]
	FLAX PRODUCTION IN WAR, AND ITS PROSPECTS IN PEACE [pp. 623-629]


	GENERAL NOTES [pp. 629-629]
	NOTES ON BOOKS
	Review: untitled [pp. 629-631]
	Review: untitled [pp. 631-632]
	Review: untitled [pp. 632-632]
	Review: untitled [pp. 633-633]
	Review: untitled [pp. 633-635]
	Review: untitled [pp. 635-636]
	Review: untitled [pp. 636-636]




