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 Sixteenth Century Journal
 IX, 2 (1978)

 Catherine de Medici

 and Her Florentine Friends

 De Lamar Jensen

 Brigham Young University

 THE TRADITIONAL PORTRAYAL of Catherine de' Medici as a cunning and

 dissembling Italian, craftily pursuing her Machiavelian diplomacy against friend

 and foe, is a stereotype that has captivated many historians who see the

 Medici queen-mother of France as the personification of Italian political

 methods and immorality in French politics. Catherine has often been depicted

 as the "Florentine shopkeeper" who opened France to all the intrigue and

 corruption of Renaissance Italy. "It was her destiny and her duty, as an

 Italian in France," comments one modern writer, "to promote her patria

 [Florence] in her adopted country."'1 French historians are particularly quick

 to criticize her as the foreign queen. "La Medicis frangaise n'a jamais 6te
 qu'une Medicis de Toscane."2 And even her most recent apologist, Jean

 Heritier, distinguishes two Catherine de' Medicis, one French and the other

 Italian; one magnanimous, peace-loving, natural, and loyal; the other subtle,

 adroit, secretive, and cunning yet rash. When she loses her temper, Heritier

 calls it her "Italian rage.

 It is easy to see Catherine de' Medici as a Florentine first and a Fran-

 ,aise last: Italian by birth and early training, French only by adoption. But
 this view not only distorts the significance of her Italian background; it also

 misfocuses the true picture of Catherine's role in European affairs. She was,

 after all, as much French as Italian by blood, her mother being the French

 duchess, Madeleine de la Tour d' Auvergne. And Catherine lived in France

 continuously from the time she was fourteen until her death at almost

 I Ralph Roeder, Catherine de' Medici and the Lost Revolution (New York: Garden
 City Publishing Co., 1937), p. 70. For related criticisms see Edith Sichel, Catherine de'
 Medici and the French Reformation (London: Constable, 1905), pp. 3-25, and The Later
 Years of Catherine de'Medici (London: Constable, 1908), pp. 423-30, et al.

 2 "On a baptise Catherine: la Florentine, puis: la marchande florentine, et ce
 sobriquet explique a lui seul le divorce entre la reine et ses sujets. La reconciliation etait
 impossible." Jacques Castelnau, Catherine de Midicis (Paris: Hachette, 1954), p. 218. This
 reflects the attitude of earlier writers, such as J.B.H.R. Capefigue, Catherine de MWdicis,
 mere des rois Francois II, Charles IX et Henri III (Paris: Amyot, 1856); J.-H. Mari jol,
 Catherine de Mkiicis, 1519-1589 (Paris: Hachette, 1920); and to an extent even Lucien
 Romier Le royaume de Catherine de MWdicis, 2 vols. (Paris: Perrin, 1922). All of these were
 perhaps influenced by Henri Estienne's bitter, Discours Merveilleux de la Vie Actions &
 Deportemens de Catherine de Medicis Royne Mere (Paris, 1649).

 'Catherine de Medicis (Paris: Fayard, 1959; English ed. trans. by Charlotte Haldane,
 New York: St. Martin's Press, 1963), p. 63.
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 58 The Sixteenth Century Journal

 seventy. But whether her personality and heritage were Italian or French, the

 important question is: how did she conduct domestic and foreign policy as

 the ruler of France? More specifically for our present purposes, how did her

 Florentine connections affect Franco-Florentine relations during the three

 decades of her ascendency in France?4 Did she subordinate French interests

 to the ends of her Florentine family and friends, or did she use their resources

 instead to help accomplish goals appropriate for France?'
 The first twenty-six years of Catherine de' Medici's life in France were

 spent in humiliating conditions as the wife of a dauphin, then king, who made

 no secret of his liaison with and preference for his mistress, Diane de Poitiers.

 But Catherine kept her place and bided her time. Much correspondence passed

 between her and her Florentine friends during this time, but the communica-

 tions almost always concerned family affairs, letters of introduction and rec-

 ommendation for courtiers seeking position, or shirttail relatives needing

 financial assistance.6 Catherine never interfered in official matters of state, but

 she did keep open a continuous private line of communication with Florence

 even when no diplomatic relations existed. Since the establishment of the

 duchy of Florence in 1530 and the restoration of the Medici dynasty by

 Spanish arms, Florence had been tightly tied to Spain and the empire.

 Emperor Charles V explicitly forbade Duke Cosimo I (1537-1574) to send any

 ambassadors to France, and therefore during the Habsburg-Valois wars Flor-

 ence was clearly a partisan of the Habsburgs.

 Catherine de' Medici's early relations with Cosimo were further clouded

 by the fact that he had usurped the duchy following the murder of her

 4Only one published study of this relationship exists: Eletto Palandri, Les n6gocia-
 tions politiques et religieuses entre la Toscane et la France a l'epoque de Cosme Ier et de
 Catherine de Mddicis, 1544-1580 (Paris: Picard, 1908). Although carefully researched from
 the archives of both Florence and Paris, Palandri's work is not only dated but is written
 almost entirely from the point of view of Tuscan diplomacy.

 5 I became intensely interested in Catherine de' Medici's Florentine affairs when I

 recently came into possession of a sizeable bundle of hitherto unpublished Catherine de'
 Medici papers, which included some 185 letters to her cousins, the duke and duchess of

 Florence, and to their sons, Francesco and Cardinal Ferdinand de' Medici. These are
 transcripts of the original manuscripts located in the Archivio di Stato in Florence, which
 were collected by Paul Van Dyke in the preparation of his classic work, Catherine de
 Medicis, 2 vols. (New York: Scribners, 1922-1927). Through the kindness of Mrs. Tercius
 Van Dyke, owner of the papers, I am preparing an English edition of some 400 of these
 letters, to be published by Princeton University Press. Thanks to a grant from the National
 Endowment for the Humanities, I have been able to examine the original documents in
 Florence and Paris and have compared, and corrected when necessary, each of these

 transcripts with its original. When joined with the more than 200 pertinent Catherine de'
 Medici letters published by La Ferriere and Baguenault de Puchesse, Lettres de Catherine de

 Medicis, 11 vols. (Paris: Imprimerie Nationale, 1880-1943) [hereafter cited Lettres], and
 with the correspondence of the Florentine ambassadors in France, published in Abel
 Desjardins' Nggociations diplomatiques de la France avec la Toscane, 5 vols. (Paris:
 Imprimerie Imperiale, 1859-1875), a considerable body of source documents can be
 mobilized to shed light on this subject.

 6Archivio di Stato Firenze, Mediceo del Principato, filza 4726, ff. 1-135. Hereafter
 cited ASF, Med. Also in Lettres, I, 3-48, et passim.
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 Catherine and Her Florentine Friends 59

 half-brother, Alessandro de' Medici, who was the first duke of Florence from

 1530 to 1537.7 Subsequently a great many of the Florentine political exiles,

 the fuorusciti, Cosimo's bitterest enemies, who sought to overthrow his regime

 and restore the republic in Florence, found a welcome refuge in France. The

 unsuccessful fuorusciti attempt to unseat Cosimo in August 1537 had been

 engineered with French troops, and ever since then France was the chief

 support of their activities.8 Catherine de' Medici's personal connections with

 the fuorusciti were very close since their first leader, Filippo Strozzi, was her

 uncle, the husband of her dearly beloved aunt, Clarice, who was also Cath-

 erine's foster mother, having taken the orphaned child at age six months and

 raised her for the next six years. Catherine's blood relationship to Duke

 Cosimo, on the other hand, was no closer than fourth cousin once removed,

 on his paternal line, and second cousin on the maternal. Pietro Strozzi,
 Filippo's son and Catherine's first cousin, led the fuorusciti after Filippo's

 murder (by Cosimo's order) and received much encouragement and support
 from Catherine. "The Queen likewise shows herself as averse to Duke

 Cos[i] mo as possible," reported the Venetian ambassador, Giacomo Soranzo,

 "and as he is not of her branch she gives all favor to the fuorusciti, evincing a

 wish for her country to recover its liberty."9

 When Henri II became king of France in 1547, the situation vis-a'-vis

 Florence shifted slightly, but not much. The official positions of the two

 governments remained unchanged, hostile and uncompromising, but Cosimo

 had a strong desire to explore alternatives to his almost total dependence

 upon the emperor, Charles V. As queen, Catherine might now provide the

 focus for such an alternative. Following a lively exchange of letters and the

 dispatch of an ambassador,' 0 Cosimo commissioned one Piero Gelido to serve

 7An old but good summary of Cosimo's early rule, up to 1544, is Luigi Alberto
 Ferrai, Cosimo de' Medici, duca di Firenze (Bologna: Zanichelli, 1882).

 8Cesare Paoli and Eugenio Casanova, eds., "Cosimo I de' Medici e i fuorusciti del
 1537," Archivio Storico Italiano, Ser. 5, XI (1893), 278-338. At the present time no reliable
 study of the fuorusciti connections with France exists in any language. Some of that
 relationship can be found in C. Capasso, Filippo Strozzi, i fuorusciti e la corte pontificia
 (Camerino, 1901), but it focuses on fuorusciti relations with the papacy. G.-B. Niccolini,
 Filippo Strozzi, tragedia (Florence: Felice le Monnier, 1847), is an old but interesting drama
 which also contains a 115 page life of the fuorusciti leader and a 178 page appendix of
 documents. Also insightful is chapter IV of the first volume of Lucien Romier's priceless Les
 origines politiques de Guerres de Religion, 2 vols. (Paris: Perrin, 1913-1914), I, 132-177.
 But none of these has anything to say about the fuorusciti after 1559. For the period of
 Catherine de' Medici's rule some of the story can be pieced together from Emile Picot, Les
 Italiens en France au XVIe siecle (Bordeaux: Gounouilhou, 1901-1918), extracted from the
 Bulletin Italien of 1901, 1902, 1903, 1904, 1917, and 1918, and from J.-B. Tristan, La
 Toscane francoise, contenant les eloges historiques et ge'nalogiques des princes, seigneurs et
 grand capitaines de la Toscane, lesquels ont este affectionnez 2 la couronne de France...
 (Arles, 1658).

 9 Soranzo, "Report on France," in Eugenio Alberi, ed., Relazioni degli ambasciatori
 veneti, Ser. 1 (Florence: Clio, 1839-1862), II, 467. Calendar of State Papers, Venetian, ed.
 by Rawden Brown (London: HMSO, 1881), VI, pt. 2, 983. Hereafter cited CSPV.

 0'This was Giambattista Ricasoli, bishop of Cortona. Desjardins, Neg. Tosc., III,
 186-187, passim.
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 60 The Sixteenth Century Journal

 as a special liaison between Catherine and himself, and a year later another

 emissary, sent to congratulate the queen on the birth of her fourth child,

 opened a rapport with Catherine that helped formalize the establishment of a

 Florentine embassy in France.

 Although Cosimo desired cordial relations with France, he did not want

 to lose the valued support of the emperor. For several years the Florentine

 duke walked a tight-rope between these two "super powers," but when war

 flared up again in Italy in the 1550s, Cosimo had no alternative than to ally

 himself with the Habsburgs. The War of Siena, which pitted the French, the

 fuorusciti, and the Sienese against the Florentines and Spanish and ended in a

 complete Hispano-Florentine conquest of Siena, revealed the clear dependence

 of Florence upon Spanish arms.' 1 In 1557 the new king of Spain, Philip II,
 invested Cosimo de' Medici with the governing and protection of Siena, while

 retaining Spanish garrisons in the strategic ports known collectively as the

 preside. As a result of this investiture Cosimo became a bound vassal of the

 king of Spain.1 2
 The opportunity for a major turning point in French - and particularly

 Catherine de' Medici's - relations with Florence came when the Peace of

 Cateau-Cambresis (April 1559) ended the chronic Habsburg-Valois wars, and
 the accidental death of Henri II thrust Catherine de' Medici into the key

 position of power in France. Six months later, Gian Angelo de' Medici, an-

 other more distant relative but a Medici nonetheless, was elevated to the papal

 see as Pope Pius IV. 1 3The Medici bonds seemed to be tightening. The Flor-
 entine ambassador in Madrid was heard to boast that now the Medici would

 rule Florence, Rome, France, Spain, Lorraine, and Ferrara.1 4 He was obvious-
 ly expressing more of a wish than a fact. The bitter battle for diplomatic

 precedence still raged between the Ferrarese and Florentine ambassadors;

 Lorraine's policies were regulated by the interplay of imperial actions and

 Frepch civil disorders; the Spanish queen had little say in international affairs;

 and during the year and a half reign of Catherine's young son, Francis II, the
 house of Guise called most of the shots in France.

 ' The most detailed and recent study of the War of Siena is Roberto Cantagalli, La
 guerra di Mena, 1552-1 559 (Siena: Accademia Senese degli Intronati, 1962). Also see
 Romier, Les origines politiques, I, 317-456, and for valuable insights on the war by the
 papal nuncio in France, see J. Lestocquoy, ed., Correspondance du nonce en France
 Prospero Santa Croce, 1552-1554 (Acta Nuntiaturae Gallicae, vol. 9] (Rome: Presses de
 l'Universite Gregorienne, 1972), passim. Hereafter cited ANG. Jean Brunon et Jean Barruol,

 eds., Les Fran.Vais en Italie sous Henri II, . . . (Marseille: Coll. Raoul et Jean Brunon, 1952),
 is a magnificent facsimile collection of documents from the Fourquevaux papers pertaining
 to the French campaign in Italy. Cf. with Baron Fourquevaux's own report to the king in
 Raymond de Fourquevaux, Information au Roy et a Monseigneur le Connestable touchant
 les affaires de Florence avec ung discours pour entreprendre contre ledit Florence, Pize et
 Gennes s'il plaira a Sa Majestd, 1555 (Aix-en-Provence: Ed. Ophrys, 1965).

 1 2Cantagalli, La guerra di Siena, 501-509.
 1 3See Ludwig von Pastor, The History of the Popes, 2nd ed. (St. Louis: Herder,

 1951), XV, 1-65, for a detailed account of the conclave and election.
 1 4 CSPV, VII, 148, Paolo Tiepolo to the Doge & Senate, Jan. 30, 1560.
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 Catherine and Her Florentine Friends 61

 When Francis II died and was succeeded in December 1560 by his ten

 year old brother, Charles lX, Catherine de' Medici became regent and de facto

 ruler. Now Cosimo's appeal to family ties might carry more weight than it had

 before, that is if he was not afraid to stray too far from his alliance with

 Spain. And yet, why could he not have the best of both worlds? The long

 Habsburg-Valois wars were over; Catherine de' Medici was trying very hard to

 strengthen the bonds of friendship between France and Spain, and her Spanish

 son-in-law seemed equally willing to cooperate. For the first time in his reign,

 Cosimo might be able to maintain favorable alliances with both powers. His

 new ambassador to France, Niccolo Tornabuoni, was instructed to cultivate

 Catherine's friendship and remind her of her Florentine heritage. He also was

 authorized to offer Cosimo's help in combatting heresy in France and main-

 taining peace in that troubled realm.' 5

 Catherine was cautious in her response to Cosimo s overtures, not want-

 ing to close the door on a possible ally, to be sure, yet unwilling to admit the

 need for foreign intervention in her domestic affairs. Furthermore, the Treaty

 of Cateau-Cambresis had marked a turning point for Catherine, now age 40.

 After the debacle of Siena and the ensuing French defeat in the last Italian

 war, Catherine not only gave up her dream of conquering Florence, admitting

 it was a lost cause; she likewise abandoned the policy of her husband and her

 father-in-law of active participation in Italian politics. Her memories of life in

 Florence were growing dim. It had been almost thirty years since she left the

 protective custody of the nuns of Murate in Florence, and longer than that

 since she remembered anything but mobs, disorder, and violence in the city

 which her greatgrandfather, Lorenzo the Magnificent, had made the center of

 Renaissance culture and art. It was not really her home. Her first six years

 had been spent in Rome. For two years only (when she was seven and eight)
 had she lived in the Medici palace in Florence. Then, when imperial armies

 besieged the city and the Piazza della Signoria became a peristyle of mob rule
 and the Via de' Calzaioli a gallery of murder and rape, Catherine was removed

 to the relative safety of the Murate convent, where she remained most of the

 next four years, isolated from the life, and death, of Florence. When her

 half-brother became duke, Catherine was brought back to Rome from whence

 she was sent to France - not yet turned fourteen - to become the bride of

 Henri de Valois.'6 Catherine had long since lost any youthful yearning to
 return to her birthplace, and- now she renounced all desire to "liberate" the

 homeland. Thenceforth, the fuorusciti could continue to count on her for

 favor and preferment, but not for help to overthrow the Florentine duchy.

 1 5ASF, Med. 52, ff. 166, 170, Cosimo to Tornabuoni, Oct. 19, 1560. Also see the
 instructions given to young Tornabuoni by his uncle, the bishop of Borgo San Sepolcro,
 who preceeded him as ambassador, ibid., 2634, f. 598; printed in Palandri, NMgociations,
 21 8-221.

 1 6A. de Reumont, Le jeunesse de Catherine de MWdicis (Paris: Plon, 1866).
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 The mature queen-mother would deal with the Medici duke in order to

 promote and advance the needs of her own government, but not to favor

 Cosimo or to support the Florentine expatriates. Catherine's expressions to

 Ambassador Tornabuoni, therefore, were warm and complimentary but com-

 pletely noncommittal. ' 7

 Part of the reason for Catherine's caution was her uncertainty about

 Spain. Would her son-in-law interpret a rapproachement with Florence as a

 friendly or a hostile gesture toward Spain? Since Cosimo de' Medici was a

 vassal of the Spanish king, would it not be a sign of friendship and good will?

 Yet on the other hand, Florentine-Spanish relations were currently under great

 stress due to disagreements over the governing of Siena and over the jurisdic-

 tion of the county of Pitigliano. A French approach to Florence might easily

 be viewed in Madrid as an attempt to deepen their differences and thereby

 weaken Spanish power in Italy. That idea had indeed occurred to Catherine.

 As early as May 1561 Sir Nicholas Throckmorton, the English ambassador in

 France, had noted the growing apprehension in Paris over Spain's power,

 giving it as his opinion that "Spain is at this day too great, and therefore

 intolerable, and has become a monstrous member of Europe. A feather or two

 plucked from his broad wings will make him prove a better friend and ally

 where he ought to be."' 8 Catherine expressed considerable concern over
 Spanish interference in the Colloquy of Poissy (September-November) and
 wondered if she ought not look elsewhere for more reliable friends.

 But the question was academic. A few months later civil war broke out

 in France, and Catherine could no longer enjoy the luxury of choosing her

 friends. Desperately she sent Bartolomeo del Bene to Florence to seek

 Cosimo's financial assistance,' 9 knowing, as did most of the princes of
 Europe, the prosperity of the Tuscan duke, whose revenue, it was said, "is

 more than all the other five dukes of Italy [combined]."20 Cosimo agreed to
 loan her 100,000 scudi, 80,000 of which he sent immediately in bills of

 exchange payable in Lyon, and the remaining 20,000 he promised to send

 later.2' But what looked like the beginning of an era of friendship between

 1 7Lettres, I, 143-144, Catherine to Cosimo, July 29, 1560.
 1 8 Calendar of State Papers, Foreign Series, of the Reign of Elizabeth, ed. by Joseph

 Stevenson (London: HMSO, 1866), IV, p. 93, Throckmorton to Cecil, May 1, 1561.
 Hereafter cited CSPF.

 1 IBibliotheque National, Paris, Fonds frangais, 15876, f. 476; 15877, f. 36. Here-
 after cited BNP. Also see Lettres, I, 367.

 2 ? Calendar of State Papers relating to Scotland and Mary Queen of Scots,
 1547-1603, ed. by William K. Boyd, et al. (Edinburgh: HMSO, 1898-1952), VI, 510. News
 of the request reached Madrid almost as soon as it did Florence: Archivo General de
 Simancas, Estado, K. 1496, no. 14; Archivo Documental Espafiol, Negociaciones con
 Francia (Madrid: Real Academia de la Historia, 1951), IV, 215-216. Hereafter cited Neg.
 Francia. Catherine simultaneously asked for 200,000 ducats from Venice and the same
 amount from the pope, CSPF, V, 269-270, Guido Giannetti to the Queen. Ferrara was also
 solicited for 100,000 ducats, ibid., p. 372.

 2 1 ASF, Med., 53, ff. 237, 258.
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 Catherine and Her Florentine Friends 63

 the Medici cousins soon degenerated into another round of bickering over

 money, with charges and counter-charges about false promises and bad faith.

 Six months after the loan was negotiated Cosimo still had not sent the 20,000

 scudi, Shortly Catherine sent del Bene to Florence again to obtain the money,

 but without success. The duke replied that unforeseen expenses had exhausted

 his treasury - which Catherine did not believe.22 Furthermore, said Cosimo,

 after the Peace of Amboise ended the first of the wars of religion, now the

 loan was no longer necessary. And besides, what was she going to do about

 repaying the 80,000 he had already sent her?

 One of the assignments of the new, high-powered Florentine ambassador

 to France, Giovanni Maria Petrucci, sent there after Tornabuoni's recall in

 1564, was to obtain repayment of the now distressing loan. He was to be as

 unobtrusive as possible about it, yet he was to collect the money.2 I Catherine
 claimed that the turbulence of the Huguenot wars made it impossible for

 France to repay immediately, which Cosimo and his son, Francesco - who

 now shared the governing of Florence with his father - took with a grain of

 salt because they knew the queen-mother had repaid other creditors. "We

 see," Francesco complained to Petrucci, "that you are paid with words, but

 what we need is money. They [the French] satisfy everyone else but us."24
 Despite aroused feelings over the repayment of the loan, Petrucci was cor-

 dially received in France, and Catherine de' Medici expressed her satisfaction

 with the ambassador, promising to do everything in her power to maintain

 good feelings and relations between her son, the king, and Cosimo de' Medici

 and his children.25

 When the second civil war erupted in France in 1567, Catherine again

 appealed to her cousins for money. This time she asked for 200,000 scudi and
 promised large securities while guaranteeing complete repayment of both

 loans. To do so she proposed transferring the customs revenues of Lyon to

 the Florentine treasury. If Cosimo and Francesco felt that was unacceptable,

 she offered to award them an estate in France worth 300,000 ecus. This she

 would do by creating an estate for Pietro de' Medici, Cosimo's youngest son,
 and bestowing upon him the title of duke, as she had on Lodovico Gonzaga

 of Mantua, whom she created duc de Nevers, "who is no relation to me," she

 added, "so think what I would do for one of my own blood!" Furthermore,
 she promised to arrange a marriage between Pietro and Marie of Cleves, sister

 to the duchess of Nevers, with a dowry of 40,000 francs, and held out the

 hope of a future marriage between Eleanora de' Medici, Francesco's two-year-

 old daughter, and the duc d'Alengon. Finally, she offered to assist Cardinal
 Ferdinand de' Medici, Francesco's brother, to establish himself in Rome.26

 22Neg. Francia, V, 326; original m Simancas, K. 1500, no. 65.
 2 3ASF, Med., 2635, ff. 9-10, Francesco de' Medici to Petrucci, August 20, 1565.
 2 4ASF, Med., 4602, f. 35.
 2 5ASF, Med., 4726, f. 155. Desjardins, Neg. Tosc., III, 518-519.
 26Desjardins, Neg. Tosc., III, 545-547, Petrucci to Francesco, Oct. 14, 1567.
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 The duke of Florence hesitated. Catherine's offer was generous, and he

 too was apprehensive about the growing Huguenot strength in France, but he

 had already been burned once loaning money to his French cousin. Could he

 afford to run the risk again? First, he bought time by inquiring of the pope

 whether or not he thought Catherine's cause ought to be helped.27 Then he

 dispatched a courier to Madrid to ascertain Philip's feelings in regard to loan-

 ing money to the French.2 8 Not until receiving affirmative responses to both
 of these inquiries did Cosimo and Francesco inform Catherine de' Medici that

 they would be amenable to the loan. Even then, nothing was done to imple-

 ment the transaction. Ten months later Francesco sent Vincenzo Alamanni to

 explain to Catherine why the money had not been forthcoming and to ask for

 her indulgence a little longer due to the "adverse condition" of Florentine

 finances.2 9

 By the end of 1568 the situation in France had deteriorated noticeably.

 The third war with the Huguenots had broken out, and Catherine was be-

 coming desperate. In December 1568 she went so far as to offer her jewels as

 security for the loan. To this Cosimo finally responded, promising an advance

 of something under 100,000 scudi, which Catherine immediately tried to get

 increased to 100,000.30 But even then Cosimo parsimoniously insisted upon
 having the jewels appraised before accepting them as security, and when
 Catherine learned that he valued them below her estimate, she sent him an

 angry letter, accusing him of going back on his word and of refusing to assist

 a member of his own family.3 1
 Two other issues strained Franco-Florentine relations during the decade

 of the 1560s - and after. One of these was the chronic problem of prece-

 dence; the other was the litigation over Catherine de' Medici's Italian prop-

 erties.

 The precedence issue was the heated controversy between the ambas-

 sadors of Florence and Ferrara over diplomatic precedence at the French

 court. The ties of friendship between France and Ferrara were very close and

 of long standing, particularly after the marriage in 1528 of Duke Ercole d'Este

 of Ferrara and the famous and talented Princess Renee of France. The bonds

 were further strengthened when their daughter, Anna, married the duke of
 Guise, and her two brothers, Alfonso and Luigi, became attached to the

 French court. Furthermore, Ippolito d'Este, the powerful Cardinal of Ferrara,
 was legate to France and Cardinal protector of the French church in Rome. It

 27 ASF, Med., 2635, f. 135, Cosimo to Pius V. Oct. 30, 1567.
 28 BNP, Fonds fr., 16103, f. 337, Fourquevaux to the Queen, Dec. 20, 1567: printed

 in Douais, ed., Depeches de M. de Fourquevaux, ambassadeur du Roi Charles IX en Espagne,
 1565-1572 (Paris: Plon, 1904), II, 64.

 29 ASF, Med., 2635, ff. 165-167, Francesco to Alamanni, Nov. 1568.
 30ASF, Med., 4726, f. 269, Catherine to Cosimo and Francesco, Dec. 20, 1568.

 Lettres, III, 214. Followed up on Jan. 5, 1569, ASF, Med., 4726 f. 270.
 31 Lettres, III, 228-229, Catherine to Cosimo, Feb. 21, 1569.
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 Catherine and Her Florentine Friends 65

 is not surprising, then, that the precedence issue was always decided in favor

 of Ferrara during the reigns of Francis I and Henri II. The duke of Ferrara

 claimed precedence on the grounds that the Este family was of more ancient

 and noble blood than the Medici, Cosimo being a newcomer to the ranks of
 nobility. Cosimo's crusty response was that it is a greater feat to become a

 duke than to be born one, and that his illustrious father, Giovanni delle Bande

 Nere, known to all the world for his military prowess, was a far more valiant

 captain than any that had -ever come out of Ferrara. To the Este boast of

 having married a French princess, Cosimo countered with the observation that
 women often married below their rank, and that the nobility of a family was

 better determined by the calibre of men whom its women married than by

 the quality of the women who married into the family.32
 When Catherine de' Medici became queen-regent of France, the Floren-

 tine hope for a diplomatic victory over Ferrara revived. It was an ill-founded

 hope at first because, as we have seen, Catherine was noticeably cool toward

 her Florentine "friends" who had recently deceived and humiliated the French

 in the Sienese war.33 Even after the outbreak of the civil disturbances in

 France she was reluctant to take sides in the precedence quarrels for fear of

 alienating a possible and needed ally. Instead, she tried to persuade each side

 to compromise and won the distrust of both. The solution finally ordered by

 the king, and sanctioned by his mother, was that at all ceremonial functions

 where foreign ambassadors customarily participated, the representatives of

 both Florence and Ferrara were invited not to attend. Ceremonial tranquillity
 was bought at the cost of continued resentment.

 Disputes over property rights and the liquidation of Catherine's Italian

 possessions plagued her personal relations with Cosimo and his family for

 years. The disputed property was not only the Medici Palace in Florence,
 which had clearly belonged to Catherine's side of the family, but other Flor-

 entine estates and also considerable possessions in Pisa and Urbino, and prop-

 erty in Rome owned by her uncle, Pope Clement VII. By a contract of 1560

 Catherine had agreed to allow the duchess of Parma, former wife of Cath-

 erine's half-brother, Alessandro, who was duke of Florence until his assassina-
 tion in 1537, usufruct privilege to her Florentine residence during the lifetime
 of the duchess.34 In 1567 Cosimo made a proposal for the complete liquida-
 tion of Catherine's property claims in Tuscany for 240,000 scudi, less the
 settlement of her debts to him. Catherine approved the general idea of the

 settlement but disagreed strongly with the terms.3 5 Her counter proposal for

 32ASF, Med., 4591, f. 55. Desjardins, Neg. Tosc., III, 164-165. Simancas, K. 1500,
 no. 13. Neg. Francia, V, 9.

 3 3"Relazione dell'eccellentissimo Giovanni Michiel," in N. Tommaseo, ed., Relations
 des ambassadeurs venitiens sur les affaires de France au XVIe sie'le, 2 vols., (Paris:
 Imprimerie Royale, 1838), I, 454-457.

 3 4ASF, Strozziana, Ser. I, filza 32, f. 66.
 35 ASF, Med., 4726, f. 472, Catherine to Cosimo, April 9, 1567.
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 a 380,000 scudi settlement was rejected by him. Litigation continued for

 several years in the Florentine Rota without any agreement being reached,

 other than that Catherine did have the legal right to reclaim the Medici vine-

 yard.36 In March 1571 Catherine sent her own attorney, Monsieur du Broc,

 to Florence to represent her in the case and to take possession of all lands,

 seigneuries, and other properties belonging to her.3 7 Du Broc made little head-

 way, however, and the case dragged on.- So she sent another representative, a

 Monsieur Bruet, who again presented her claims to the grand duke. A decade

 later (1582) part of the case - that dealing with the annual rents on the
 possessions of Alessandro de' Medici - was appealed to Rome for adjudica-

 tion, and a decision was handed down favorable to Catherine.3 8 In 1586
 Grand Duke Francesco agreed to let French ambassadors use the palace in

 Rome (although actually occupied by the Farnese), and upon the death of

 Cardinal Farnese both the palace and its vineyard would be restored to Cath-
 erine. But Francesco still refused to pay more than 240,000 scudi for Cath-

 erine's Tuscan properties.39 And so the suit was still unsettled when Catherine
 died in January 1589.

 Despite these and other setbacks a major break-through in Franco-

 Florentine relations came in 1569, near the end of Catherine de' Medici's first

 decade in power. Anxious to gain a decisive and permanent diplomatic victory

 over Ferrara, Cosimo de' Medici elected to make a bid for the support of both

 France and the papacy by complying with the papal plea for Italian aid to the

 beleaguered French crown in its struggle against the Huguenots. Consequently,

 Cosimo agreed to advance Catherine the desired 100,000 scudi loan (without
 security!) and, in addition, provided one hundred cavalry and one thousand
 infantry to augment the papal army being sent to assist the French.40 The
 gambit worked. The duke's action won him the immediate approbation of

 both Catherine and Pius. Giovanni Correro, the perceptive Venetian ambas-

 sador in France, noted Catherine's warming attitude toward Cosimo as he

 wrote to the Doge and Senate:

 From what I have been able to ascertain, the duke of Florence is
 well liked by the queen. And even though her majesty was extremely
 angry over the recent loan, as I have already written you, her disposition
 was soon pacified. Once the loan was arranged, all the blame was placed
 on the blunders of the ministers. I believe that is the attitude of the
 queen; she avails herself of the duke for several of her particular affairs,
 which she does in full confidence.4l

 36 ASF, Strozziana, Ser. I, fliza 32, f. 66.
 3 7ASF, Med., 4726, f. 312.
 38Public Record Office, S.P. 78, France, VIII, f. 122; printed in CSPF, XVI, 508.
 39 ASF, Med., 573, unnumbered, Francesco to Catherine.
 40 ASF, Med., 2635, ff. 117-118, Francesco to Girolamo Zafferini and Troilo Orsini,

 April 20, 1569. Palandri, Nigociations, p. 11 9. CSPF, IX, 70.
 41 "Relazione del clarissimo signor Giovanni Correro," Tommaseo, Relationes, II,

 190-191.
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 The royal victory at Jarnac in March 1569 not only made Catherine

 rejoice; its news gave Cosimo cause to congratulate himself and the queen-

 mother and to pray for her solicitude in his behalf. Catherine's assurance that

 "you will always find the same good will in my said son and me, not only in

 what concerns the preservation of your state but also in our pledge to you all

 the aid and favors that you would expect from your best friends,"42 was

 music to Cosimo's ears.

 Thus confident of Catherine's favor, and trusting in the patronage of

 Pope Pius V (who had succeeded Pius IV in 1565), Cosimo renewed the bid

 for personal aggrandizement that he had unsuccessfully sought nine years

 earlier: the title of Grand Duke of Tuscany. His previous attempt had brought

 the quick opposition of France as well as Spain and the empire. But now

 Catherine was willing to lend her support since, as Correro noted, "The in-

 crease of the duke's power would not be displeasing to the queen, who would

 thus no longer be considered as belonging to a simple, common family."43

 Negotiations for bestowal of the grand-ducal title continued through the sum-

 mer months of 1569. The papal bull was drawn up late in August, but Pius V

 did not consent to a public announcement of the elevation until after the

 French victory at Moncontour in October. The official title conferred on

 Cosimo I was "Grand Duke in the Province of Tuscany.'"4 4
 Emperor Maximilian II refused categorically to recognize the title be-

 cause neither the pope nor the duke had consulted him about it, and only the
 emperor, he claimed, had authority to confer such a title.4 5 His cousin,
 Philip II, likewise protested, fearing that the Spanish preponderance in Italy

 would thus be challenged.46 The other Italian states followed suit, objecting

 strongly to Cosimo's presumption of power and fearing for their own
 independence.47 But nothing happened. From Cosimo's point of view the
 timing was perfect. The imminent threat of Protestant revolt spreading from

 the Low Countries and France, and of Turkish intimidation of Hungary and

 southeastern Europe, coupled with an empty imperial treasury, prevented

 Maximilian from taking any stronger action than a series of written protests to

 42 ASF, Med., 4726, f. 285.
 43Tommaseo. Relationes, II, 190-191.
 44Archivio Segreto Vaticano, Arm. 2, cap. 9, f. 13. Tuscany was not elevated to a

 grand duchy until 1567 when Maximilian II condescended to approve the grand-ducal title
 and confer it upon Francesco. See Luigi Carcereri, Cosimo primo granduca, 3 vols. (Verona:
 Bettinelli, 1926), II, 213-216, 230-238; and Riguccio Galluzzi, Istoria del granducato di
 Toscana setto il governo della casa Medici, 2nd ed., 8 vols. (Leghorn: Giovan-Tommaso
 Masi, 1781), II, 245-250.

 4 5Carcereri, Cosimo, lII, 196-204, 223-233. Calendar of State Papers, Rome, ed. by
 J. M. Rigg (London: HMSO, 1916), I, 361, Biglia to Rusticucci, Oct. 19, 1570. Hereafter
 cited CSPR.

 46Cosimo I de' Medici, Lettres, ed. by Giorgio Spini (Florence: Vallecchi, 1940),
 211-212, Cosimo to Philip II, Dec. 11, 1569. D~piches de Fourquevaux, II, 194, 393,
 Fourquevaux to Catherine, Feb. 3, 1570.

 47 Desjardins, Neg. Tosc., III, 437-438.
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 the pope. Philip II was likewise restrained by the Moslem uprising in Granada,

 the revolt in the Lowlands, and renewed Turkish naval activity in the Mediter-

 ranean.

 Only France, of the major European powers, supported the elevation of

 the duke, who was duly crowned Grand Duke of Tuscany on March 15,

 1570.4 8 Catherine had her reasons for supporting Cosimo de' Medici, and

 they were not all related to her declared wish "to rejoice with you [Cosimo]

 and tell you that being blood relations, as we are, I esteem your grandeur and

 contentment as much as anyone else's in this world."4 9 She knew that the
 military position of the French army was declining in face of renewed Hugue-

 not activity following the battle of Moncontour, and that meant she must

 continue to rely on Florentine and papal assistance. Thenceforth Catherine's

 lot must be cast with her Florentine friends. The keynote of this new cooper-

 ation was set by Catherine herself when she wrote to Cosimo early in 1570:

 My cousin, many times I have heard from your resident ambas-
 sador of the affection you have for me, and the desire you have to assist
 me in my affairs,... And now that it seems that God wishes to have
 pity on us and compassion for this kingdom, which is proceeding toward
 some repose, I have decided that from henceforth I will treat you as one
 of my blood and of my family, and with familiarity I will inform you
 of my particular affairs and will strive to establish a clear relationship
 between you and the king, my son, and his brothers,... as I said, not
 only do I desire the services of your power [wealth], but also on occa-
 sion, of your advice and counsel on matters which might present them-
 selves.5 0

 Obviously, Catherine was worried enough by the civil wars in France to court

 the favor of Florence more actively. And Cosimo was equally willing to co-

 operate. But how long would their newfound friendship last?

 The catalysts for testing detente were, first, Catherine's attempt to

 employ the grand duke to obtain papal permission for the marriage of her

 daughter, Marguerite, to the young Henri of Navarre (by which she hoped to

 end the civil wars), and second, the famous "Netherlands Project" of
 1571-1572.

 Ever since the treaty of St. Germain, which ended the third war of

 religion in August 1570, Catherine de' Medici had entertained the belief that

 permanent peace could be restored to France only by a reconciliation with
 the Huguenots. But how could that be achieved without bringing down the

 wrath of both Philip II and the pope? Catherine's eldest daughter, Elizabeth,
 was no longer queen of Spain - she having died in August 1568 - so that

 48BNP, Fonds Italiens, 1207, f. 6. ASF, Med., 4602, f. 197. Carcereri, Cosimo, III,
 187, 276-277.

 4 9 ASF, Med., 4726, f. 287, Catherine to Cosimo, Dec. 1569.
 50Lettres, X, 268-269.
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 tenuous tie and its hoped-for advantages were lost. There was little now that

 Catherine could do to influence Spanish policy (if there ever was). What about

 the pope? Pius V was not a French favorite, and his dissatisfaction with the

 indecisiveness of the French government was frequently expressed. Yet Cath-

 erine had an ace in the hole: her cousin the grand duke enjoyed the pope's

 fullest favor. Consequently, Cosimo's friendship must be maintained, and used.

 Already Catherine was contemplating the value of recalling Coligny to the

 court and soothing the wounds of war by arranging the marriage alliance

 between the royal house and the Huguenots. This would require papal

 approval, and Cosimo might be the only one who could obtain it.5 1

 Cosimo hesitated when approached by the queen-mother, not so much

 because he opposed the marriage (Catherine had convinced him that it would

 unify France and thus make her an even more valuable ally) as because he

 feared the reactions of Spain and the papacy. He did venture to sound out the

 pope, however, and received the reply from Pius V that the papacy would

 issue no dispensation unless Navarre returned to the Catholic church. Cosimo

 was persuaded to continue his efforts, but Pius stood firm, especially after

 French refusal to join the Holy League against the Turks.52 The absence of

 French assistance in the battle of Lepanto further convinced the pope that

 Catherine de' Medici was not to be trusted. He was strengthened in this

 opinion by the representatives of Spain, who accused Florence of being part

 of a secret alliance with the French crown and the Huguenots.

 Meanwhile, other factions in France, both inside and outside the court,

 were already going far beyond the queen-mother's diplomacy to achieve their

 goals. Admiral Coligny, along with his son-in-law, Teligny, and the enigmatic

 Genoese promoter, Giangaleazzo Fregoso, were at the center of a project for a

 French invasion of the Netherlands to strike a blow at Spain in behalf of

 William of Orange and the Dutch patriots who were fighting the Spanish

 there. King Charles IX, having now reached the ripe age of twenty-one, and

 anxious to be free of his mother's tutelage, was also approached and gave his
 tentative approval of the project. Historians have traditionally portrayed the

 grand duke of Tuscany as one of the instigators and strongest supporters of

 this venture, allegedly justified in order to prevent the execution of an alterna-

 tive plan of invading Italy. 5 3The relative roles of Coligny, Teligny, Fregoso,

 -1 Lettres, IV, 46, Catherine to Cosimo, May 24, 1571; 68-69, Catherine to Vulcob,
 Sept. 22, 1571. Catherine suggested that the pope might save face by issuing the dispensa-
 tion secretly, Desjardins, Neg. Tosc., III, 714-715, Petrucci to Francesco, Oct. 4, 1571.

 52 ASF, Med., 4602, f. 280, Cosimo to Petrucci, Oct. 12, 1571; and Desjardins, Neg.
 Tosc., III, 724-725, Petrucci to Catherine, Nov. 1, 1571.

 "For example, Desjardins, Neg. Tosc., III, 438439, et passim; Henri Hauser, La
 prkponderance espagnole, 1559-1660 (Paris: Presses Universitaires de France, 1948), p. 85;
 Philippe Erlanger, St. Bartholomew's Night, trans. by Patrick O'Brian (New York: Pantheon,
 1962), p. 51; and even J.-H. Mariejol. La R6forme et la Ligue, l'Edit de Nantes, 1559-1598
 (Paris: Hachette, 1905), p. 116.
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 Cosimo de' Medici, Petrucci, and even Catherine, are not entirely clear even

 now, but the available evidence strongly suggests that Cosimo neither pro-

 posed nor promoted the Netherlands project.54 He was involved, thanks large-
 ly to his imaginative ambassador in Paris, and Franco-Florentine relations were

 brought temporarily closer together; but when Cosimo realized the implica-

 tions of the project, he not only instructed Petrucci to "cool it;" he also

 quickly tipped off Philip 11.55 At this early point in the negotiations Petrucci
 was warned to be wary of Fregoso, "especially since he is a flightly bird, who

 will lay you a poor foundation." Furthermore, Cosimo's and Francesco's

 staunch Catholicism and closeness to the pope made it difficult, if not impos-

 sible, for them to countenance a project that would require their collaboration

 with the heretic Huguenots.56 Only because they were led to believe the

 enterprise was supported by the French crown were the Florentine rulers

 interested at all, since they did not want to alienate France any more than

 they did Spain.57 But as soon as it was evident that Catherine de' Medici

 opposed the Netherlands project, Cosimo made it clear that he would not

 support it either.58

 In the midst of these appeals, threats, and accusations, Pope Pius died.

 He was succeeded by the Bolognese, Hugo Buoncompagni, Pope Gregory XIII,

 who was as adamant as his predecessor in refusing to grant a dispensation for

 the marriage. He may have been influenced against both France and Florence

 by the report (from Giovanni Delfino, papal nuncio in Germany, and from
 others) that Petrucci had furnished money to the Huguenots for the Nether-

 lands project and that Fregoso had left France for Germany in behalf of the

 grand duke to obtain troops for the Prince of Orange in Flanders.59 The

 " Don R. Sommerfeldt, "Tuscan Diplomacy with France, 1544-1580," (Brigham
 Young University Thesis, 1974), esp. pp. 119-149, which carefully examines Cosimo's
 involvement and concludes that he was an unenthusiastic late-comer to the scheme. Also see
 N. M. Sutherland, The Massacre of St. Bartholomew and the European Conflict, 1559-1572
 (New York: Harper & Row, 1973), pp. 144-160. Cf. Palandri, Negociations, pp. 133-143,
 and Correspondence du nonce en France Antonio Maria Salviati, 1572-1578, ed. by Pierre
 Hurtubise and Robert Toupin [Acta Nuntiaturae Gallicae, vols. 12 and 13] (Rome:
 Universite Pontificale Gregorienne, 1975), XII, 129-196.

 5 5 ASF, Med., 4602, f. 225, Francesco to Petrucci, Feb. 2, 1571. The role of Fregoso
 in this affair is much disputed. He has been claimed, or denounced, as the agent of the
 grand-duke, of Coligny, of the prince of Orange, and by the editors of the Salviati papers as
 a secret agent of Catherine de' Medici. See ANG, XII, 53, 253.

 5 6 "Against the heretics he certainly has equals, but no one is superior to him," stated
 an anonymous memoir sent to Cardinal Alessandrino, "not only in his own house but
 outside of Italy he has demonstrated his intense hatred against the heretics by sending the
 army to France." AMAEP, Florence, I, ff. 160v-163v; printed in Palandri, Nggociationes,
 244-245. For other evidences of his staunch Catholicism see Niccol6 Rodolico, "Cosimo I e
 il Concilio di Trento," Archivio Storico Italiano, CXXII (1964), 5-8 (followed by 435 pages
 of documents); Hubert Jedin, "La politica conciliate di Cosimo" Rivista Storica Italiana,
 LXII (1950), 477-478, 480; and Giorgio Spini in Cosimo I de' Medici, Lettres, 169-170.

 5 7ASF, Med., 657, f. 40.
 58 ASF, Med., 4602, f. 260-262.
 5 9 CSPR, II, 29-30, Delfino to Galli, July 16, 1572. Also ANG, XII, 171, Salviati to

 Galli, Oct. 11, 1572.
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 report was not true, but undoubtedly it helped frustrate Catherine's efforts to

 obtain the papal dispensation.

 Catherine was further frustrated when she learned that Cosimo I had

 granted a sizeable loan (as much as 300,000 scudi) to Philip II for help in

 suppressing the revolt in the Netherlands.60 Her irritation with the grand duke

 was intensified because the loan had been arranged secretly, and just when she

 thought the Florentines were, indeed, her friends. None of Cosimo's protesta-

 tions of friendship and good will toward her would now reduce her resent-

 ment. Consequently, during those hectic days of late August 1572, when

 France was convulsed by conspiracies and massacres, the Florentine ambas-

 sador was practically ostracized from court.61

 Shortly after the St. Bartholomew's Day massacre Cosimo replaced

 Petrucci in Paris with the distinguished Florentine scholar and diplomat,

 Vincenzo Alamanni, with instructions to try to restore good feelings with the

 queen-mother, "not only by a demonstration of officious words, but with real

 actions, due to the common blood we share with their Majesties.... Extend

 yourself in this with the most affectionate and proper words that you possess,

 to assure them again that our soul is turned toward their greatness now more

 than ever before." The palm branch was to be extended even to the

 fuorusciti, as the ambassador was advised "If there are any fuorusciti who act

 in a pleasing manner toward you, try to make them friendly and invite them

 to repent and show themselves to be worthy vassals." The difficulty of

 Alamanni's assignment is underlined in his orders also to show the greatest

 deference and friendship to Bishop Salviati, the papal nuncio in France

 (cousin of both Cosimo and Catherine de' Medici), and to the ambassador of
 Spain, "to demonstrate with every means our constant and perpetual devotion

 to his king [Philip II] ."62 In other words, Cosimo and Francesco still wanted

 good relations with France but not at the expense of their alliance with Spain.
 They knew which side of their bread the butter was on.

 In the next two years opportunities came for translating these fine

 words into deeds as the French need for money increased and as Catherine de'
 Medici tried again and again to attain a favorable settlement of her Italian

 estates. But the grand duke and his son were freer with promises than with

 money.

 Then in 1574 Franco-Florentine relations took a sudden turn for the

 worse. In April Cosimo I died. Francesco de' Medici had not the same mettle

 60ANG, XII, 138-139, 163, Salviati to Boncompagni, July 6 and 21, 1572.
 61 Desjardins, Neg. Tose., III, 827-830, Petrucci to Francesco, Aug. 21, 1572; and

 833-834, [Cavriana] to Concini. On the other hand, Salviati, the recently appointed papal
 nuncio (and Catherine's cousin), seems to have been very close to the queen-mother during
 those days and knew something of what was going on. ANG, XII, 193-209, Salviati to Galli,
 August 18-27, 1572.

 6 2ASF, Med., 2635, ff. 323-329, "Istruttione a M. Vincentio Alamanni," Oct. 10,
 1572; printed in Palandri, Nggociations, pp. 227-230.
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 as his father. He had little interest and even less skill in politics. Rather than

 follow the tortuous track of diplomacy initiated by Cosimo - which had

 raised Tuscany from a tiny foreign dependency to a position of importance

 and prestige -, Francesco was content to drift back into the orbit of a

 Spanish satellite.63 One month later Charles IX died. His brother, Henri III,

 returned from an unhappy year as king of Poland to assume the crown of

 France. As he did, Catherine de' Medici's influence declined, and with that

 decline came a further deterioration of relations with Florence. Catherine

 appealed to Francesco for financial aid as the religious strife continued, but all

 she got from the grand duke were lamentations over the emptiness of the

 Tuscan treasury and a reminder of previous debts unpaid.64

 The failure of Franco-Florentine friendship was assured in 1576 with the

 assignment of Sinolfo Saracini to replace Alamanni as ambassador in France.

 Saracini possessed only mediocre ability to begin with and spent most of his

 time hiring and encouraging Italian assassins to liquidate the fuorusciti,6 5
 which hardly made him a popular person in France. Finally, at a feast of the

 order of the Holy Spirit, on January 1, 1580, when Henri III granted prece-

 dence to the Ferrarese ambassador over the Florentine, Saracini was brusquely

 recalled by the grand duke, and formal diplomatic relations between France

 and Tuscany were ended.66 Thenceforth Francesco de' Medici became not

 only the vassal but also one of the principal financiers of Spain.6 7

 Nine years later, and less than a month before her death, Catherine de'

 Medici achieved her last diplomatic success vis-a'-vis Florence when she con-

 cluded negotiations for the marriage of her granddaughter, Christine of Lor-

 raine (child of Catherine's second daughter, Claude, and Henri, duke of Lor-

 raine) to the new grand duke, Ferdinand I (1 587-1609).68 Surprisingly, in

 view of his former association with the papacy as a cardinal, Ferdinand was

 less attached to Spain and more amenable to Catherine's friendly overtures

 than his brother had been.69 Under his guidance relations with France began

 to improve, an improvement which continued after Henri IV became king of

 6 Sommerfeldt, "Tuscan Diplomacy," p. 183.
 6 4Lettres, V, 26, Catherine to Francesco, June 18, 1574; p. 87, Sept. 9; 95-96, Oct.

 7; X, 376. ASF, Med., 4605, ff. 86, 88, 100, Francesco to Alamanni, 2, July 25, Oct. 21,

 1574; 54 bis, f. 617, Francesco to Catherine, Aug. 27, 1574. ANG, XIII, 34-36, Salviati to

 Galli, Aug. 7, 1574.
 6 5 Desjardins, "L'ambassadeur du grand-duc de Toscane, et les proscrits florentines,"

 Memoires lus a la Sorbonne ... (Paris: Imprimerie Imperiale, 1869), pp. 347-360. Sommer-
 feldt, "Tuscan Diplomacy," pp. 190-209.

 66Desjardins, Neg. Tosc., IV, 273-283, Saracini to Francesco, Jan. 3 and 10, 1580.

 BNF, Fonds ital., 1207, f. 47, Francesco to Henri III, Jan. 19, 1580. The account of the

 papal nuncio, Anselmo Dandino, is in ANG, VIII, 580-581, 590, Dandino to Cardinal Como,
 Jan. 3 and 31, 1580.

 6 7CSPF, XVII, 164; XVIII, 105; XXI, 454. CSPV, VIII, 160, 284.
 68ASF, Med., 4742, "Scritture diverse intorno al matrimonio de Ferdinando I e

 Cristina di Lorena, 1587-1589." Cf. Desjardins, Neg. Tosc., IV, 877, Rucellai to Usimbardi,
 Dec. 19, 1588.
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 France and culminated in Henri's marriage to Marie de' Medici, niece of Grand

 Duke Ferdinand.

 No one can deny that family ties influenced Franco-Tuscan relations

 during the age of Catherine de' Medici. But they worked both ways. When

 France needed money to help finance the costly civil wars, Catherine took

 great pains to remind Cosimo of their kinship, friendship, and common goals,

 just as the grand duke did when he sought a French alternative to Spanish

 dominance. But kinship also showed its opposite side when Catherine tried to

 acquire property she felt was legally hers but was claimed and held by

 Cosimo's family. Furthermore, there were always the interests and pressures of

 closer relatives and friends to consider, such as the exiled Strozzi and their

 fuorusciti associates. For these reasons Franco-Tuscan relations were often

 strained during the age of Catherine de' Medici, and sometimes they were

 outright hostile.

 Yet despite the disagreements and quarrels, the suspicions and accusa-

 tions between Florence and France, Catherine de' Medici had much to do

 with providing a continuous communication between the two and with main-

 taining a strong but cautious diplomatic presence in Italy through her Flor-

 entine influence. She continually reminded Cosimo that Florence needed the

 friendship of France as much as France required the finances of Florence.

 Each was necessary to the well-being of the other.

 What, then, does this brief look at dynastic politics tell us about Cath-

 erine de' Medici's Italian versus French interests and aims? Mainly, from begin-

 ning to end Catherine's loyalty to family and friends never compromised her

 political dedication to the service of France. Favors to courtiers were not

 purchased at the expense of interests of state. Concessions to Cosimo were

 never given at the cost of French needs - as interpreted by the queen-mother,

 of course. We can argue, if we like, that a complete diplomatic break with

 Florence and its influences might have enhanced Catherine's estimation in the

 eyes of her French subjects and thereby improved her effectiveness and in-

 creased crown strength; or, on the contrary, that a closer alliance, thanks to

 Florentine wealth, might have augmented French power and made possible the

 early end of civil war. But since both of these propositions are entirely con-

 jectural, we are forced to make our judgment on the basis of whether or not
 her policies and actions were intended to help France, or whether they were

 meant to enhance family fortune and/or promote Florentine interests. I
 believe the evidence contained in Catherine's relations with her Medici cousins

 indicates clearly that her loyalties were French, and that her contemporaries
 as well as modern commentators who have accused her of Italian rather than

 French fidelity have not understood either her words or actions and have

 greatly misjudged her motives.

 6 9 CSPF, XXI, pt. 1, 529, 533-534; XXI, pt. 4, p. 123.
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 Ca. 6k flu 2VC IV, R
 ?e C

 Catherine de Medici from a contemporary woodcut. Woodcut from the collec-

 tion in the Luther Museum, Wittenberg. Permission granted by Concordia
 Publishing House, St. Louis, Missouri.
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