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 "The Queen of Inventions":
 The Sewing Machine

 Comes to Utah

 Audrey M. Godfrey

 In 1855 Iowa's Davenport Gazette declared that a new invention,

 the treadle sewing machine, was "to the frontier woman what the
 McCormick reaper was to the frontier farmer," and an early mag
 azine, Godey's Lady's Book, called it "The Queen of Inventions."
 Besides relieving women of "hundreds of hours of hand-stitch
 ing," the machine allowed them "to make more complicated fash
 ions" and enabled daughters to "take over much of the family sew
 ing at an earlier age."1 The possibilities seemed endless as Ameri
 can women foresaw themselves constructing draperies,
 tablecloths, and other household items, as well as producing ship
 sails, grain sacks, and sturdy work clothing for their husbands and
 sons. They also imagined reducing the time consumed in sewing
 tucks and ruffles on their dresses. Time would provide the an

 AUDREY M. GODFREY {kenaud@pcu.net} is an independent histo
 rian in Logan, Utah. She is the editor of Writing in the Wagon: Luc.retia
 Wightman's 1895 TravelJournalfrom Pima, Arizona, to Payson, Utah (publica
 tion pending). She and her husband, Kenneth, are currently writing a his
 tory of the Church Educational System.

 1Davenport Gazette, June 14, 1855, quoted in Glenda Riley, '"Not Gain
 fully Employed': Women on the Iowa Frontier, 1833-1870," Pacific Histori
 cal Review 49, no. 2 (May 1980): 255; "The Queen of Inventions," Godey's
 Lady's Book 61 (July 1860): 77; see also Laurie Carlson, The Queen of Inven
 tions: How the Sewing Machine Changed the World (Brookfield, Conn.:
 Millbrook Press, 2003), 12.
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 swers to the myriad problems encountered in a busy woman s day.
 Though a few sewing machines came by ox team across the

 plains to Utah, sales of the "Queen of Inventions" in the territory
 awaited the arrival of the railroad, which provided quicker transport
 to the area. At that point, after 1869, a greater variety and supply of
 sewing machines were available, and it was possible for more women
 to enjoy the luxury of machine stitching.

 This luxury affected Utah s communities in diverse ways. For
 example, the territory's economy benefitted from the new profes
 sion of sewing-machine salesperson. These individuals were fre
 quently hired on a part-time basis, so it provided income to those
 without full time or year-round jobs. Purchasing the invention also
 introduced women to the practice of installment buying already
 known to men. When used machines became available for sale,
 some buyers bartered to make the down payment and paid the bal
 ance later, increasing the movement of goods and money. Such pur
 chases worried Brigham Young, who generally disapproved of buy
 ing on time and who also feared that individual clothing production
 would supersede collective sewing efforts meant to unite the women
 of the Church. The Relief Society's work meetings, which sewed
 clothing for the poor, and quilting bees were well established institu
 tions, in addition to commercial ventures. However, the growing im
 portance of the machine to Utah's women showed an independence
 among those who were otherwise obedient to their leaders' direc
 tives.

 This article discusses the development of the sewing machine
 and the introduction of mechanized sewing to Utah women, the im
 pact it had on the economy of the territory, the censure it drew from
 LDS authorities, the methods by which manufacturers enticed
 women to buy, and the innovative ways women found of paying for
 the machine.

 The Development of the Sewing Machine

 The first sewing machines were developed for use in embroider
 ing fabrics. As early as 1790, Thomas Saint, a British cabinetmaker,
 patented a device for making footwear and included in the patent a
 machine for stitching on fabrics. In America the apparatus was part
 of the early Industrial Revolution prior to the Civil War, crafted by
 men who considered themselves artisans, not just inventors. Histo
 rian Page Smith writes that between 1826 and 1860 this country's in
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 ventors modified and perfected tools that were marked by their
 "great aesthetic potency" with painted surfaces, designs, and gold let
 tering. Thus, along with new technology, early sewing machines fea
 tured beautifully decorated surfaces and carefully modeled cabinets
 and iron work.2

 This period of the nation s history was the perfect time for the
 introduction of such technology. Americans eagerly sought labor-sav
 ing devices, increased output, and more income. Smith records, "It
 wasn't that Americans disliked work. It was rather that they wished to
 minimize it; to make it as unlaborious as possible."3 American sewing
 machine inventors developed numerous technologies to please these
 busy people, designing their own models, changing the way the ma
 chines worked (such as needle placement and direction of sewing),
 and tinkering with parts, appearance, and size. In the beginning the
 machine was basically a hand-powered needle, sewing one stitch at a
 time, but the inventors vied with each other to produce the first inter
 locking continuous stitch. Elias Howe (1819-67), an inventor from
 Boston, is usually recognized as the first to patent this feature in
 America in 1846, although it was a protracted perfecting of products
 and efforts to build on others' inventions and he did not start produc
 ing it until the 1860s. In the meantime, his brother Amasa won an
 award at the London International Exhibition for his own excellent

 sewing machines. The two competed until, in 1867 with both of them
 dead, Elias's sons-in-law took over the business, placed a brass medal

 lion featuring Elias's portrait on their machine, and advertised it as
 the "original" Howe.

 Isaac Mer ritt Singer patented an improvement on one of Howe s
 earlier models by adding a foot treadle, a reciprocating shuttle, and an
 adjustable tension. By 1856 Singer offered an affordable machine
 costing $125 for five dollars down and the rest in monthly install

 ^"Sewing Machines," Johnson 's New Universal Cyclopaedia: Scientific
 and Popular Treasury of Useful Knowledge (New York: A.J.Johnson & Son,
 1877), 205; Page Smith, The Nation Comes of Age: A People's History of the
 Ante-Bellum Years (New York: McGraw-Hill Book, 1981), 4:809-10.

 'Smith, The Nation Comes of Age, 824.
 'Grace Rogers Cooper, The Invention of the Sewing Machine (Washing

 ton, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution, 1968), 91.
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 This Singer sewing machine has a push, rather than a pull, wheel. Its beauti
 fully painted design and gold lettering typify the work of early artisans of
 technology. American West Heritage Center, Wellsville, Utah.

 ments with interest. Other early companies competed with Singer,
 each adding improvements to set their machines apart from the rest.
 Some of these were the Domestic Sewing Machine Company, which
 supplied Sears, Roebuck, and Co. in the mid-1910s; and the Domestic
 Sewing Machine Company, which became a subsidiary of the White
 Sewing Machine Company.

 Another brand, Grover-Baker s sewing machines, were a little
 larger than a coffee mill and a trifle higher than a milking stool."7
 Some models looked like toys, while others could be placed on table
 tops, and still others had self-standing intricate wood cases. Beautiful

 'Robert Nylen, Curator of History, "Singer's Sewing Machine, Ne
 vada State Museum Newsletter 26 (September/October, 1998): 5.

 ''http:// www.sewusa.com/Pic_Pages/ whitepicpage.htm (accessed
 February 22, 2003).

 7Joanna L. Stratton, Pioneer Women: Voices from the Kansas Frontier
 (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1981), 214.
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 This Singer has an iron treadle and scrollwork. American West Heritage Cen
 ter.

 scrolled and designed iron work supported the machines, and trea
 dles featured intricate motifs.

 Power for some came from pushing or pulling a small wheel that
 moved the needle up and down or from side to side. Others were pow
 ered by a foot treadle that spun a large wheel attached to a smaller
 wheel by a band that rotated it. Manufacturers also created carved
 cabinets to hold the machine, and carved wooden boxes encased the

 attachments for ruffling, pleating, buttonholing, and hemming.

 Early Utah Purchases

 Today, many households across Utah have early models, while
 museums display some of the oldest. For instance, a downstairs room
 in the Salt Lake Daughters of the Utah Pioneers Museum features at
 least a dozen. One model is Sarah Ann Pea Rich's 1863 machine,

 made by the Florence Sewing Machine Company. A very early design,
 it has two arms, a nicely shaped treadle made to hold the feet in place
 with straps, and a fine cabinet to enclose the machine. Annie Taylor
 Dee, wife of Thomas D. Dee of Ogden, claimed to own the first origi
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 This early machine is a Wheeler-Wilson model with a hand-powered wheel.
 Courtesy Logan DUP Museum.

 nal Utah machine, brought by her father, John Taylor, for her mother,
 Sarah Faulkner Taylor. The first sewing machine in Henefer, Utah,
 was a Wheeler and Wilson model that Joseph and Prudence Edge
 worth purchased in Salt Lake City in 1871.8

 The Daughters of Utah Pioneers Museum in Logan, Utah, dis
 plays "one of the first" machines brought into Utah by railroad, a
 Singer that had been patented in 1855. Katherine Irvine purchased it
 in 1870 and used it to sew burial clothing for a local undertaker. An
 1892 Wheeler and Wilson model in the millinery shop at the Ameri
 can West Heritage Center in Wellsville, Utah, is unusual in that the
 small wheel must be pushed away from the operator by hand to start

 8Notes provided to Audrey Godfrey by the Daughters of the Utah Pio
 neers Museum staff in Salt Lake City on the condition and description of
 the machines at the time they were donated. Annie Taylor Dee, "Memories
 of a Pioneer," n.p., n.d., photocopy of typescript, Stewart Library, Weber
 State University, Ogden, Utah, 25; Fannie J. Richins and Maxine R. Wright,
 comps., Henefer, Our Valley Home (Salt Lake City: Utah Printing Company,
 n.d.), 132.
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 The 1902 Sears catalogue featured this full-page illustration, while the tightly
 packed copy pointed out such features as its drop leaf, seven drawers, its "beauti
 ful rich carving and heavy embossing " its cabinet of "quartered oak " with a
 separate box covering and ball-bearing mechanism for transferring powerfrom
 the treadle to the wheel. This model sold for the bargain price of $13.85.
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 the sewing, rather than toward her.
 Even before the railroad s arrival, opportunities to purchase a

 machine were available through commercial establishments. Godbe
 and Mitchell, a drug and sundry business, ran an advertisement in the
 Deseret News in December 1867 stating that it had the "Superlative"
 Wilcox and Gibbs sewing machines. A full-column advertisement in
 the November 16, 1870, Deseret News touted the Florence Sewing Ma
 chine. Even ZCMI, the purveyor of home-manufactured items of
 fered Singer machines soon after railroads brought goods to Utah.10

 The Woman s Exponent ran this advertisement in 1880: Have
 you seen the new Victor sewing machine? If not you should do so at
 once and examine the New ideas in Sewing Machine Construction.
 The New Machine is elegant in appearance and admirable in opera
 tion, runs without noise and confusion, although the rate of speed is
 very high. Its self setting and self threading shuttle, and absence of
 springs and cogs, renders it both simple and durable. Be sure to see it,
 for its general advantages will make you its friend."11

 Frederick A. Neuberger of Logan, who sold pianos and organs
 as well as sewing machines, advertised in the Woman's Exponent and in
 the 1904 Logan Polk Directory: "The White Sewing Machine is King.
 Oldest Reliable Sewing machine House. The Only machine expert in
 Northern Utah. 20 years experience. Rent, repair and sell machines.
 Extras for all Machines."12

 While Neuberger called the White the "King," John Daynes, in
 1882, stayed with the "queen" designation. His ad queried, "Have you
 Seen it! The New Queen." Then, in nicely laid-out prose he declared,
 "The only Sewing Machine made which has Shuttle, Take-up and Ten

 9Notes describing the machine in the Logan DUP Museum. Conver
 sation with Lorraine Bowen, Program Coordinator at the American West
 Heritage Center, in Wellsville, Utah, January 5, 2006.

 Wilcox and Gibbs advertisement, Deseret News, December 7, 1867,

 3; Florence sewing machine advertisement, Deseret News, January 3, 1870, 4;
 Martha Sonntag Bradley, "Zions Cooperative Mercantile Institution," Utah
 History Encyclopedia, edited by Allan Kent Powell (Salt Lake City: University
 of Utah Press, 1994), 652.

 ^Advertisement for the Victor Sewing Machine Company, O. H.
 Riggs, Agent in Salt Lake City, Woman's Exponent, August 1, 1880, 40.

 ' -Logan City and Cache County Directory (Salt Lake City: R. L. Polk, &
 Co., 1904).
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 sions. Entirely Self Threading ... Easy Running ... The 'Queen' also
 makes the most perfect lock-Stitch... largest Arm Space... Most Styl
 ish furniture, and Handsomest Plating and Ornamentation in the
 Market. It Sews Anything! It Beats Anything! It Pleases Everybody!"
 Then Daynes, the "sole agent for Utah," announced his need for
 agents "in every part of the territory."13

 By 1888 Cache Valley had a Singer sewing machine sales office
 located above Britzelli & Bessler tailors.14

 Purchasing a Machini

 The women of Utah called the machine a wonderful invention

 and scoured their assets to buy either new or used ones, often paying
 for them in installments. For instance, Minnie Petersen Brown sold

 three pigs and some fryer chickens while her husband was working
 out of state; by these means, she raised a $25 down payment on a sec
 ond-hand sewing machine, purchased from Mrs. Long, a widow.
 Minnie eventually paid $75 for the machine. To raise additional
 money, she sewed and sold her work, as well as vegetables from her
 garden. She said, "I must not forget, when George came home he was
 so pleased with what I had done he gave me $10.00 towards the ma
 chine."15 Another industrious seamstress, Rhoda Smith Allred, born
 in Ogden in 1859 to Daniel and Elizabeth Smith, helped her mother
 make buckskin gloves by hand to get their first machine.16

 It was not only the women who were agreeable to paying for a

 1'^Advertisement, Salt Lake Herald, January 7, 1882. In the 1880 cen
 sus, John, age forty-nine, is listed as a musician. He founded Daynes Music
 Company in 1862.

 14Advertisement for the tailors, Losan Utah Journal, December 1,
 1888, 3.

 15"Cive Us This Day Our Daily Bread," Treasures of Pioneer History,
 compiled by Kate B. Carter, 6 vols. (Salt Lake City: Daughters of Utah Pio
 neers, 1952-57), 4:323. This biographical sketch has no identified author
 and does not give Minnie's time period or location.

 16"The Leather Industry," An Enduring Legacy (Salt Lake City: Daugh
 ters of the Utah Pioneers, 1985), 8:257. Though the price of a used machine
 might have been $75, Brigham Young stated in 1875 that new ones sold for
 $100-125. Brigham Young, August 31, 1875, Journal of Discourses, 26 vols.
 (London and Liverpool: LDS Booksellers Depot, 1854-86), 18:75. In 1882,
 Robert Pringle, agent for the "New Victor No. 4" machine, advertised a
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 machine in installments. At least one husband was willing to help his
 wife buy on credit. While Orson Pratt was in New York in 1867, he
 wrote to his wife Mary Ann Merrill Pratt, "I think I can get Credit
 from Godbe & Mitchell for a sewing machine for you, providing that
 you can make the machine pay for itself in the course of a year or so.
 Are you willing to try one on those terms?"17

 Sewing with the Machine

 It didn t take long for women to fit the apparatus into their prov
 ince of work—usually their home—where their children and associates
 observed them. The new invention was indeed memorable. Julia
 Stewart of Cache Valley saw her first sewing machine at age ten, and it
 made such a deep impression that eighty-two years later she still re
 membered: "Every woman in town went to see it and was charmed be
 cause it could sew so fast."18 Warren Gould Child of Stringtown
 (Riverdale, Utah), watched his father sew cotton bed-ticking bags to
 hold the family grain on a "hand power sewing machine, turned by a
 crank, and screwed to a table like a sausage grinder." Emily Ann
 Saunders Winn described the first sewing machine in Nephi, Utah, as
 similar to a toy. It was powered by hand. Some of the hand-run ma
 chines featured empty wooden thread spools or some type of home
 made knob attached to the wheel to make for easier turning.19

 Family cooperation not only helped purchase the machines but
 helped run them. William Arthur Cox, a farmer and logger in

 price for new machines of $50. Advertisement, The Utah Journal, October
 20, 1882, 4.

 17Orson Pratt, Letter to Mary Ann Pratt, July 2, 1867, Orson Pratt
 Letters, Archives, Church ofjesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Salt Lake City.
 My thanks to Al dis E. Parshall for bringing this letter to my attention.

 18"Excerpts from the Diary of Julia H. Stewart," Heart Throbs of the
 West, 9:405.

 19Warren Gould Child, "Trail of an Itching Foot," Our Pioneer Heri
 tage, compiled by Kate B. Carter, 20 vols (Salt Lake City: Daughters of Utah
 Pioneers, 1958-77), 10:105. Gould was one of few men who used a ma
 chine. Sewing bridles, saddles, and harnesses was usually done by hand, ac
 cording to Cache Valley harness maker Maria Brindley Trowbridge, inter
 viewed by telephone, March 30, 2004. "Fashions As I Remember Them,"
 8:22. Zelma Christiansen Golden, "The First Millinery and Dressmaking
 Shop inNephi," Treasures of Pioneer History, 1:72.
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 Sanpete County, whose wife, Christina, usually sewed at night after
 the children were in bed, dutifully sat behind the sewing machine,
 holding a lamp so that it would shine on her work. Future LDS Church
 president Heber J. Grant recalled that, after his father's death, his
 mother earned an income by taking in boarders and sewing for oth
 ers. He said he sat on the floor many evenings and "pumped the sew
 ing machine treadle to relieve his weary mother."20

 Maryjohanson Parson, a survivor of the Martin handcart com
 pany, lost both legs below the knee to frostbite. At age fourteen she
 purchased a sewing machine on time. Despite her disability, Mary
 operated the machine on her own, and many of her neighbors ad
 mired her ingenuity and industry. One anonymous observer com
 mented, "It would seem almost impossible for her to tread a ma
 chine with her knees, yet this was what she did. She wore pads on her
 knees for soles, or shoes. Many people who knew her keen ambition
 to support herself gave her a great deal of sewing and paid her liber
 ally."^

 Margaret Boak Browne, a dressmaker in Spanish Fork, Utah, in
 the 1860s who possessed artistic ability with a needle, decided to use
 her talents to obtain income for her family. At first she sewed by hand,
 and often sat up most of the night to finish dresses and hats for her
 customers. According to a DUP biographical sketch, she purchased a
 sewing machine about 1870 and "it was quite an event. ... It was the
 first in town and the first many people had ever seen," and sewing
 tucks and trimmings was less long and tedious after that.22

 Though the sewing machine saved time and effort, some
 claimed that it encouraged women to spend too many hours bent over
 their work, taking a toll on their health. Mary Fuller Frizzel from Salt
 Lake City, who was pregnant, died suddenly on February 28, 1873.
 Her mother blamed it on Mary's excessive labor, taking in much work
 in addition to her own sewing. Mary was an excellent seamstress, par
 ticularly well-known for her long, white, baby dresses. Her personal
 clothing featured tucks, embroidery, and bias inserts, all requiring ex

 20Kate C. Snow, "Fashions As I Remember Them," Heart Throbs of the
 West, compiled by Kate B. Carter, 12 vols. (Salt Lake City: Daughters of Utah
 Pioneers, 1939-51), 8:18; Ronald W. Walker, "HeberJ. Grant," Encyclopedia
 of Mormonism,, 4 vols. (New York: Macmillan Publishing, 1992), 2:564.

 21"The Martin Handcart Company," Treasures of Pioneer History, 6:53.

 22Elizabeth Sterling, "The Dressmaker," Our Pioneer Heritage, 12:46.
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 This chart shows dress patterns styles for the late 1800s. American West Heri
 tage Center, Wellsville, Utah.

 oo

 acting and careful sewing.
 Another complaint was that sewing machines were difficult to

 operate, which was certainly true of the earliest models. The owner of
 a Wheeler and Wilson machine said it "made a noise like a threshing
 machine and ran almost as hard."24 Annie Taylor Dee recalled that,
 when her father first purchased a sewing machine, it was called a
 manufacturing machine. "It was all iron and hard to run; but at that it
 was a great saving of time."20 The addition of treadles beginning in
 the 1850s made operating them easier because the sewer's hands
 were free to guide the material; however, early Utah machines were
 mostly hand operated, according to the anecdotal descriptions

 23e1 vira Hemenway, Letter to Dear Daughter Anna, July 25, 1873,
 Heart Throbs of the West, 10:191.

 24Golden, "The First Millinery and Dressmaking Shop in Nephi,"
 1:72.

 25Annie Taylor Dee, "Memories," 25.
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 quoted in this article.

 Censure from Brigham Young

 President Brigham Young s speeches indicated his reluctance to
 see women move from hand-sewing to the use of a machine. His coun
 sel from the pulpit encouraged their industry but feared that the ex
 pense of the machines would impact the economy of the territory. As
 early as 1867 in a discourse about "How the Sisters Can Help to Build
 Up the Kingdom," he warned mothers to teach their daughters to
 make their clothing "when they have cloth to make up, instead of hir
 ing help into the house and getting all the sewing machines that are
 peddled off in the United States, why do not they sit down and make it
 up themselves. This would be far more economical."27 Part of his
 concern stemmed from money being sent out of the territory rather
 than kept within. After the railroad arrived in 1869, he warned the
 Saints to "cease to build up the merchant who sends your money out
 of the Territory for fine clothes in the East." Though at this time he
 was not speaking of sewing machines, it demonstrates his well-known
 wariness about imports and his call for a "retrenchment" to simpler
 home-produced goods.28

 Also in 1869 at a meeting of the female Relief Society in Salt
 Lake City's Fifteenth Ward, he again suggested collective sewing and
 told the sisters there was no harm in making men's clothes for profit,
 but that they ought to do it in collective groups of "six or eight
 women." According to Leonard Arl ington, such pronouncements re
 sulted from Church leaders' fear that the coming of the railroad
 would produce a moneyed class among the Saints which would "rend
 the social fabric and destroy cohesion and unity."29

 In 1875, Young, concerned that the Saints were spending too
 much "time and money for nothing," used the sewing machine as an

 2f'Riley, '"Not Gainfully Employed,'" 256.
 27Brigham Young, April 6, 1867, Journal of Discourses, 26 vols. (Lon

 don and Liverpool: LDS Booksellers Depot, 1854-86), 11:350-51.
 -8Quoted in Leonard J. Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom: An Economic

 History of the Latter-day Saints (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press,
 1958), 252.

 29Brigham Young, quoted in section on the Relief Society, "Advice
 from the President," Our Pioneer Heritage, 14:82; Arrington, Great Basin
 Kingdom, 295.
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 example. 'A sewing machine that costs twenty-two dollars to manu
 facture, we pay one hundred and twenty-five dollars for;. . . for one
 that costs sixteen dollars, we pay one hundred. And then, when a
 man gets his wife a sewing machine she will spend from five to fif
 teen dollars worth of time in making a dress. This is wasting time."30
 It is not clear how Young derived his prices nor if he had considered
 how much time making the dress by hand would have taken.

 Perhaps he should have visited the clothing factories of
 Orderville and witnessed that very little time was being wasted in this
 collective effort. Working in the factories built in 1882 were women
 such as Susan Heaton, Mary E. Box, Mary Ellen Clayton, Susan
 Fackrell, and Mary Ann Ingram White, who spent long hours cutting
 cloth or sewing at their machines. White especially found the work
 difficult. "For ten hours or more each day she cut out... men's cloth
 ing through several thicknesses of the heavy cloth" until her arm
 ached so much she couldn't sleep at night. Long hours working the
 treadle caused her feet to swell. Because she was only five feet three
 inches tall, her legs troubled her because she had to stretch to reach
 the treadle. A relative recalled,

 At first much of her work was done in her own room, and she liked

 that. It was not altogether to the liking of the leaders of the Order,
 but she had a sewing machine that was precious to her and she re
 fused to have it moved to the common room or to allow anyone else
 to use it. Days when she was not cutting in the big room she worked
 in her own house and hardened her heart to her husband, John's,
 chagrin.31

 In spite of Young's speeches, I found no examples of women
 who declined to purchase or acquire a sewing machine if they could,
 or who expressed guilt about using it, regardless of President Young's
 strictures. By the time of his death in 1877, the Church was headed
 into its stormiest decade of conflict with the federal government over
 polygamy, and the topic of sewing machines does not seem to have
 been picked up by any other General Authority, except for Erastus
 Snow.

 30Brigham Young, August 31, 1875,Journal of Discourses, 18:75.
 31 "They Were Tried," An Enduring Legacy, 12 vols. (Salt Lake City:

 Daughters of Utah Pioneers, 1978-89), 9:347.
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 The Emergence of Machine Peddlers

 Apostle Erastus Snow criticized, not the sewing machine, but its
 salesmen. On June 3, 1877, in Provo, Utah, he preached a sermon
 against them, saying they "ravaged our country, imposing themselves
 upon every simpleton in the land and forcing their goods upon him.
 Tens of thousands of dollars are lying idle in houses" where the ma
 chines sat unused. Snow used alarmist language: "I was told that
 Sanpete County owed for sewing machines alone from $40,000 to
 $50,000 and... in Cache Valley $40,000 would not clear the indebted

 12
 ness.

 The negative view of sewing machine agents supplied an epithet
 forjudge William Wormer Drummond, appointed to the territorial
 bench in 1855 but who was disliked so thoroughly by Utah citizens
 that he fled from Utah in May 1856. A hotel clerk, asked what
 Drummond's vocation was, answered facetiously, "He's not very well
 known here; I think he is a sewing machine agent."33

 Surprisingly, this criticism, which may be related to the gener
 ally shady reputation of the traveling salesman or "drummer," casti
 gated many active and well-known Latter-day Saints. For instance,
 Orson Ferguson Whitney, son of Horace Whitney and Helen Mar
 Kimball Whitney and a grandson of Heber C. Kimball, probably sold
 machines as his first paid employment in 1874 at age nineteen. He
 later became bishop of Salt Lake's Eighteenth Ward, a historian, and
 an apostle. Hyrum Harrison Goddard of Salt Lake City, the first gen
 eral secretary of the church's Young Men's Mutual Improvement As
 sociation, operated a sewing machine business. Before becoming a
 sewing machine agent in the 1870s, John Prodger Wright of East
 Millcreek in the Salt Lake Valley taught school, acted as a trustee for
 the district schools, kept bees, was a tailor, and sold White sewing ma
 chines. When John was away selling machines, his wife, Isabella War
 dell Wright, completed sewing jobs for ZCMI—overalls, jumpers, and
 burial and temple clothes.34

 Little money circulated in Utah before the railroad's comple
 tion in 1869. Some specie came from passing immigrants who

 32Erastus Snow, June 3, 1877,Journal of Discourses, 19:183.
 ''"''Quoted in B. H. Roberts, A Comprehensive History of the Church of Je

 sus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 6 vols. (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1930),
 4:207.

 9,4For Whitney, see Frank Esshom, Pioneers and Prominent Men of Utah
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 bought grain, stock, and garden produce to replenish their supplies
 before continuing on to California and the Northwest. The military
 and stage lines also contributed to the state's currency.35 One histo
 rian noted that "many farmers, while possessing property worth
 hundreds and even thousands of dollars, were often without a dollar
 of actual money."36 And of course, many farming families were far
 from being worth "thousands of dollars." An unnamed Cache Valley
 farmwife in 1876 contrasted her situation (unrealistically) with
 those of "our sisters in the large cities whose husbands are mer
 chants or clerks, etc., that receive very large salaries, . . . Our hus
 bands that follow farming, raise a little wheat, potatoes, etc. etc., and
 if we did not use economy, we should never be able to sustain our
 families."37 The continual stream of Mormon immigrants into Utah
 Territory until the end of the nineteenth century exacerbated the
 problems of overpopulation and underemployment, despite "mis
 sions" to settle and farm land on the outer limits of the territory.
 Utah's industries and manufacturing enterprises grew more slowly
 than the population until World War II.38 Thus, the possibility of
 creating a job for oneself as a sewing machine agent was an appeal
 ing one, though unusual for women.

 The Sales Pitch

 Each sewing machine agent developed his personal strategies of
 dealing with the day-to-day challenges of sales: finding a market, de
 veloping a pitch, and finding a way to collect money owed by custom
 ers. Some sewing machine agents in Utah came up with quite innova
 tive solutions.

 (Salt Lake City: Pioneer Book Publishing, 1913), 1245; for Goddard, see
 ibid., 892. For Wright, see Isabella Zenger Christensen, "Faithful All His
 Days," Our Pioneer Heritage, 2:301.

 -^Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of Utah: 1540-1886 (1889; rpt., Las
 Vegas: Nevada Publications, 1982), 578, 759-60.

 36Noble Warrum, ed., Utah since Statehood, 4 vols. (Chicago: S. J.
 Clarke Publishing, 1919), 1:272.

 ^Woman's Exponent 5 (August 15, 1976): 46-47, quoted in Carol
 Cornwall Madsen, "A Survey of the Life of Cache Valley Women in 1890"
 (1979), Special Collections, Merrill-Cazier Library, Utah State University,
 Logan.

 ''"sArrington, Great Basin Kingdom, 354-55.
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 During the 1860s, for instance, James Sherlock Cantwell of
 Smithfield in Cache Valley taught school, tailored, and clerked. He
 also served the community as postmaster and labored for others.
 Then came another career change. In 1872 he recorded in his journal,
 "During the last four months I have taken agencies for the following
 articles Secombs Sewing machines, Dr. A Kings Mother Nobles [sic]
 Syrup; and L C Kennedys Golden Wonder. I am doing very well." He
 canvassed for buyers, taking the time to instruct prospective custom
 ers in how to use the sewing machine. After making the sale, he sent
 his customers' money orders to his supplier "through the Ogden city
 PO." He thought the variety in his work kept him in good health.

 Lucretia Wightman of Payson, an exception to male peddlers,
 sold both Singer and Wheeler and Wilson sewing machines in about a
 twenty-five-mile radius. Her buggy was arranged to hold two sewing
 machines, and she wore out three buggies during her career. Install
 ment payments were so poor that, in about 1885, she thought up an
 innovative method to collect from those indebted to her. She decided

 to build a hotel and let those who owed money pay in either material
 or labor to balance their accounts. The construction lasted five or six

 years, but in the end Lucretia owned "one of the best and largest
 buildings in the county"—the Hotel Wightman—all paid for in full and
 ready to give her a stable income.40

 Although he sold sewing machines in a different era, Arthur
 Ruben of Murray, Utah, describes his work in the 1920s, suggesting
 the process used by those who sold products door to door. Arthur
 took his work very seriously and had his sales pitch and demonstra
 tions down to a science. His daughter, Violet Ruben Walker, recalled
 that her father referred to his demonstrations as "showing-up" a ma
 chine, and his sales presentation followed this pattern:

 1. Life can hold little meaning to the family who does not own a
 machine.

 2. The time to buy is now because the opportunities are at their
 best.

 S9Blair R. Holmes, ed., "The Journal of James Sherlock Cantwell,"
 1973, photocopy of typescript in my possession.

 40Dr. Roy Wightman, "History of Lucretia Jane Pepper Wightman,"
 n.p., n.d., typescript; "Biography of Lucretia Jane Wightman," n.p., n.d.,
 typescript. Lucretia's descendants provided me with photocopies of these
 histories.
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 3. The payments are so small that they are practically negligible
 and will not be missed.

 4. Anyone can learn to sew.
 5. I will be glad to "show-up" the machine without any obliga

 tion.41

 Ruben would then demonstrate the sewing machine. He care
 fully removed the canvas cover and showed how the head moved up
 and down in the cabinet. He emphasized the following points regard
 ing the machine: it had ball bearings, a perfect stitch, was easy to clean,
 could sew any material from crepe de chene to leather, and with the in
 cluded attachments one could make anything. He then whipped up a
 doll's bonnet with great ease using the ruffler, the tucker, and the
 binder. How could anyone resist such a presentation?42

 Sewing Machine Trading Cards

 Besides typical advertisements in publications such as news
 papers, merchants and manufacturers took some interesting ap
 proaches to catch the public eye. Sometimes they were aided by
 newspaper editors who introduced their products in editorials.
 Sometimes stores carrying the machines handed out broadside ad
 vertisements. Beginning in the 1870s, a new sales method became
 a big success nationwide. Salespeople and the businesses they rep
 resented began to offer humorous or decorative trading cards ad
 vertising their products. Collecting them was a popular pastime,
 and recipients pasted them in albums and used them to decorate
 their homes. For example, the Warburton family of Tooele, Utah,
 pasted the beautifully illustrated cards in decorative al
 bums.43 Others framed them and hung them on their walls. In ad
 dition to romantic scenes, these colorful cards featured various ma

 chine models and praised their capabilities. Usually the mer
 chant's address appeared in black print. A rare stereopticon image

 41 Violet Ruben Walker, "A Review of the Sewing Machine Business
 and Arthur Ruben, Sr., 1859-1928," n.d., typescript, Utah State Historical
 Society Library, Salt Lake City.

 42Ibid.

 ^'"Albums of the Warburton Family," Treasures of Pioneer History,
 6:144; D. A. Brumleve, "19th Century Sewing Machine Trade Cards,"
 http://www.ismacs.net/articles/cardsart.html (accessed February 23,
 2004).
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 THE ¿>INGERN° 28-4.
 WITH BENTWOOD COVER.

 DOUBLE-THREAD LOCK-STITCH. VIBRATING SHU i TLE.
 PORTABLE, FOR OPERATION BY HAND

 This Singer trading cara concentrates on thefeatures of this portable model in a
 carrying case, hand-operated by turning the wheel on the right, with "dou
 ble-thread lock-stitch " and "vibrating shuttle. " Courtesy DeLoy and Rodell
 Johnson, Logan, Utah.

 of a woman sitting at her sewing machine shows that this method to
 draw customers may also have been used.44

 In 1893, the Singer Sewing Machine Company produced a
 boxed set of cards to commemorate the Chicago World Colombian
 Exposition. The cards featured women in folk costumes of various
 countries using Singer machines. For the 1901 Pan-American Ex
 position, Singer published a booklet entitled "All Over the World"
 featuring beautifully depicted Victorian scenes that included
 women at sewing machines. Other Singer cards showed American
 songbirds and other attractive pictures with advertising copy
 printed on the reverse side.45

 The Legacy of the Sewing Machine

 Over the years, innovative marketing and the financial ease of

 "Photocopy in my possession; provenance of the image unknown.
 45"The Virtues of the Victorian Sewing Machine," www.sewitgoes.

 net/victc/victsmtcintro.html (accessed January 16, 2006.)
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 - il1!IV VJllSUIMv. U.
 DOUBLE LOCK-STITCH. OSCILLATING SHUTTLE

 This Singer trading card suggests ease of operation by the attractively dressed
 and well-groomed woman. The iron ornamental work and treadle are typical
 features.

 purchasing a sewing machine made what was originally an object of
 luxury into an accepted necessity. As the machines improved, so did
 the lives of many seamstresses and tailors who could produce more ar
 ticles of clothing with regulated and even seam stitches and with
 tucks, ruffles, gathers, and buttonholes. Mending was quickly accom
 plished with machine attachments. Not only was the apparatus valued
 for its function, but it beautified homes with its decorative iron scroll

 supports and treadles and colorfully painted flowers on the machine
 heads.

 With the introduction of the sewing machine to Utah, individu
 als with little income became entrepreneurs whose sales of the device
 benefitted the state's economy and their own finances. The sewing
 machine also had a positive effect on the businesses that added it to
 their inventories and to the publications that found increased
 advertising markets as a result.

 In spite of Brigham Young's concern about the reduction of
 women's unity and Erastus Snow's grievance against "peddlers,"
 women in Utah welcomed the invention, and installment purchases
 of the device became an accepted part of consumers' lives. In the en
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 i xp Singer l
 / Drawing BooK

 This Singer trading card
 advertises a 1900 drawing

 book being used by the three
 children clustered around

 the closed machine.

 Measuring approximately
 5'/2x3", the book contains

 black and white

 line-drawings of various
 Singer models topped with
 tracing paper upon which
 the children could "draw "

 the sewing machine.

 suing years, Mormon women have regarded the sewing machine as a
 necessary tool in clothing their families and in doing good work. In
 both the first and second World Wars, Church women banded to

 gether like other women's groups to sew for those in the armed forces
 and for families in Europe who had lost many of their belongings.
 Designating these projects as welfare work, the sisters produced
 clothing, bedding, and household linens.

 During other times of stress, sewing machines whirred in busy
 harmony as the women sewed for good causes. For instance, during
 the 1930s Great Depression, the Relief Society in St. George started a
 cottage industry to make burial clothing. They also repaired used ap
 parel and furnished machines for a sewing center where mothers
 could come and remodel clothing with the help of experienced seam

 46
 stresses.

 Today's Relief Society enrichment program includes women

 46Jill Mulvay Derr, Janath Russell Cannon, and Maureen Ursenbach
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 This dress was sewn on a

 machine in the early
 1900s. American West

 Heritage Center, Wellsville,
 Utah.

 working alone or together on humanitarian projects involved in sew
 ing items such as quilts, clothing, and stuffed toys. Brigham Young's
 view of their use of the sewing machine surely would have been posi
 tive. President Gordon B. Hinckley has encouraged the sisters of the
 Church, both young and old, to use the family sewing machine to pro
 duce more modest clothing for themselves. At the March 27, 2004,
 Young Women's broadcast, he said: "I sometimes wish every girl had
 access to a sewing machine and training in how to use it. She could
 make her own attractive clothing.... I do not hesitate to say that you
 can be attractive without being immodest."47 Even in an age of cheap,
 imported clothing, the "Queen of Inventions" and the sewing skills it
 facilitates have remained part of the lives of Utah's Mormon women.

 Beecher, Women of Covenant: The Story of the Relief Society (Salt Lake City:
 Deseret Book, 1992), 293.

 47Discourses of President Gordon B. Hinckley, 2 vols. (Salt Lake City:
 Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2005), 2:274.
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